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NOTE ABOUT THIS TRANSLATION

Ambalal M. Patel, Gnani Purush, also commonly known as
Dadashri or Dada, always used to say that it isnot possibleto
exactly trandate hissatsang about the Science of Salf-Redlization
andtheart of worldly interactioninto English. Some of thedepth
of meaning would belost. He stressed theimportance of learning
Gujarati to precisaly understand all histeachings.

Dadashri did however grant hisblessingsto convey histeachings
to theworld through trand ationsin English and other languages.

Thisisahumble attempt to present to the world the essence of
theteachings of Dadashri, the Gnani Purush. A lot of care has
been takento preservethetone and message of the satsang. This
isnot alitera trandation of hiswords. Many peoplehaveworked
diligently for thiswork and wethank themall.

Thisis an elementary introduction to the vast treasure of his

teachings. Pleasenotethat any errorsencountered inthetrandation
areentirely those of thetrandators.

g

Trimantra
(The Three Mantras)

Namo Arihantanum
| bow to the Lord who has annihilated all the inner
enemies of anger, pride, attachment and greed.
Namo Siddhanum
| bow to all the Lord who have attained final liberation.
Namo Aayariiyaanum
| bow to all the Self-realized masters who unfold the
path of liberation.
Namo Uvazzayanum
I bow to the Self-realized teachers of the path of
liberation.
Namo Loye Savva Sahunum
| bow to all who have attained the Self and are
progressing in this path in the universe.
Aiso Pancha Namukkaro
These five salutations.
Saava Paavappa Naashano
Destroy all the sins.
Managalanum cha Saave Sim
Of all that is auspicious mantras.
Paddhamum Havaii Mangalam
This is the highest.
% Namo Bhagawate Vasudevaya
I bow to the One who has become the Supreme Lord
from a human being.
% Namah Shivaya
| bow to all auspicious beings of this universe who are
the instruments of salvation of the world.
Jai Sat Chit Anand
The Awareness Of The Eternal Is Bliss
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21. Current TirthankaralL ord Smandhar Swami

Introductionto TheGnani

OnaJuneeveningin 1958 at around six o’ clock, Ambalal
Muljibhai Patel, afamily man, acontractor by profession, was
sitting on abench on the busy platform number three of Surat’s
train station. Surat isacity in south Gujarat, awestern statein
India. What happened within the next forty-eight minuteswas
phenomenal. Spontaneous Self-Realization occurred within
Ambala M. Patel. During thisevent hisego completely melted
and from that moment onwards he became compl etely detached
from all Ambalal’sthoughts, speech and acts. He becamethe
Lord'slivingingtrument for the salvation of mankind, through the
path of knowledge. He called this Lord, Dada Bhagwan. To
everyone hemet, hewould say, “ ThisLord, DadaBhagwanis
fully manifest withinme. Hedsoresdeswithindl living beings.
Thedifferenceisthat within meHeiscompletely expressed and
inyou, heisyet tomanifest.”

Who arewe?What is God?Who runsthisworld?What is
karma?What isliberation? Etc. All theworld’ sspiritud questions
were answered during thisevent. Thus nature offered absol ute
visontotheworld throughthemedium of ShreeAmbaa Muljibha
Patd.

Ambalal was born in Tarasali, a suburb of the city of
Barodaand raised in Bhadran, Gujarat. Hiswife’'snamewas
Hiraba. Although hewasacontractor by profession, hislifeat
homeand hisinteractionwith everyonearound himwasexemplary
even prior to his Self-Redlization. After becoming Self-Redlized
and attaining the state of aGnani, (The Awakened One, Jnani in
Hindi), hisbody becamea’ public charitabletrust.’

Throughout hiswholelifehelived by the principlethat there
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should not beany commerceinreligion, andinal commercethere
must bereligion. Hea so never took money from anyonefor his
ownuse. Heused the profitsfrom hisbusinessto take hisdevotees
for pilgrimagesto various partsof India.

Hiswords becamethefoundation for the new, direct and
step-lesspath to Self-Redlization called Akram Vignan. Through
hisdivineoriginal scientific experiment (The Gnan Vidhi), he
imparted thisknowledgeto otherswithin two hours. Thousands
havereca ved hisgracethrough thisprocessand thousandscontinue
to do so even now. ‘ Akram’ means without steps; an elevator
path or ashort cut, whereas‘ Kram’ meansan orderly step-by-
step spiritua path. Akramisnow recognized asadirect shortcut
totheblissof the Saif.

WhoisDadaBhagwan ?

When he explained to otherswho ‘ DadaBhagwan'’ is, he
would say:

“What you see hereis not ‘ Dada Bhagwan.” What you
seeis'AM.Patel.’ | amaGnani Purush and Hethat ismanifest
within me, isDada Bhagwan’'. Heisthe Lord within. Heis
within you and everyone else. He has not yet manifest within
you, whereas within me heisfully manifest. | myself amnot a
Bhagwan. | too bow down to Dada Bhagwan within me.”

Current link for attaining the knowledge of
Self-Realization (Atma Gnan)

“1 am personally going to impart siddhis (special
spiritual powers) to a few people. After | leave, will there not
be a need for them? People of future generations will need
this path, will they not?”

~Dadaghri

Param PujyaDadashri used to go from town to townand
country to country, to give satsang and impart the knowledge of
the Self aswell asknowledge of harmoniousworldly interaction
todl who cametoseehim. Inhisfina daysinthefal of 1987, he
gavehisblessingto Dr. Niruben Amin and bestowed hisspecia
siddhisupon her, to continue hiswork.

After Param PujyaDadashri left hismorta body on January
2, 1988, Dr. Niruben continueshisWork, travelingwithin India
to citiesand villages and abroad in the USA, Canada, UK and
Africa. SheisDadashri’srepresentative of Akram Vignan. She
hasbeen instrumentd in expanding thekey roleof AkramVignan
asthesmpleand direct path to Self-Redlization for moderntimes.
Thousands of spiritual seekers have taken advantage of this
opportunity and are established in the experience of the pure Soul,
while carrying out their worldly duties and obligations. They
experiencefreedom, hereand now, whileliving their daily life.

Powerful wordsin scriptureshel p the seeker inincreasing
the desirefor liberation. The knowledge of the Self isthefinal
god of al one'sseeking. Without the knowledge of the Self there
isnoliberation. Thisknowledgeof the Sdf (AtmaGnan) doesnot
exiginbooks. It exigsintheheart of aGnani. Hencetheknowledge
of the Salf can only beacquired by meetingaGnani. Throughthe
scientific approach of Akram Vignan, eventoday onecan attain
AtmaGnan, but it can only occur by meeting aliving AtmaGnani
and receiving the AtmaGnan. Only alit candle canlight another
candle.
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Editorial

Inthisdangeroustimeof Kaiyug, itisvery difficulttoreman
ethical and honest in matters of money. Thisis especially so
regarding money that isacquired easily asopposed to money that
isearned through ethica practices. Thedistinction between money
earned honestly versusdishonestly iscritical especialy becauseit
isnot easily apparent to the owner. The consequences are as
clear asthe difference between heaven and hell on earth.

Gnani Purush Dadashri hasunfolded thefinal secretsto
liberation for the seeker. Inworldly matters he has exposed and
presented thefinal keystoideal interactionsin all mattersand
especialy in mattersof money. A balance of both spiritual and
worldly interactionistheideal and fastest way toliberation, like
thetwowingsof thebird. Themost critica of worldly interaction
isthat of money. If thisistainted or impure, no progress can be
made spiritually. If thiswingisdefective then one cannot fly to
spiritua heights. Themost fortunate of piritual seekershavebeen
graced with observations of the practical living example of
Dadashri’sworldly interactionswith money. Thesessmpledaily
lifeexamplesand talks of the Gnani Purush are presented here.

By maintaining purity inreligion, inbusnessandinhishome
life, he has shown an extraordinary example of exemplary purity
for thewholeworld. Hiseternal statement * Religion must exist
in businessbut businessmust never exist inreligion’, lays
downthefundamenta requirementsof idedl busnessand spiritua
practices.

He has never accepted money from anyonein hislifefor
evenhismogt crucid expenses. For spiritud discourses, hetraveled
extengvely fromvillagestotownstocities, regardiessof trainand
airfares, with hisown money. Many of hisfollowersoffered him
thousands of rupeesin cash and gold but he never accepted any
of it. For thosewho had an earnest desireto give, he suggested
they give for benefit of others, to the temples or the hungry.
However, hissuggestionsonly came after hewas surethat the
money was being offered willingly and within the meansof the
donor and with the consent of theentirefamily.

Never before hasthisworld seen aman, inthiseraof the
current time cycle, who had themost ideal worldly interactions
and one who was completely free from any attachment. His
speech, absolutdly pureand freefrom any attachment flowed from
him naturally and spontaneously. Money isanecessity for our
livelihood, whether it comesinaform of wages, fromone sbusiness
or any other means. Despite conducting business, Dadashri has
shown ushow to walk the path of the Vitarag—the Omniscient
L ords, through the essence of hisown conduct and experiences.

Thisworld hasnot seen or heard an example of such an
ideal businesspartner where Dadashri remained asan employee
of hisbusinesstill theend. Even theword ‘ideal’ doesnot do
justicetothis. Thisisbecausethe concept of ided hasbeenarrived
at based one'sindividua viewsand experiences. Dadashri wasa
wonder of anexceptiona ideal presenceinthisworld. Thiswill
become apparent asyou read thissmall book.

Hemaintained anided reaionshipwith hisbusnesspartner,
aventurethat started when hewas 22 years of age. He continued
with the samebus nesswith hispartner’schildren after the death
of his partner, Kantibhai Patel. Although his business of
construction was successful and profitable, hedrew asalary of
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only five hundred to six hundred rupees a month, an amount
equivaent to thesdary of apersonwith non-metric qualification.
Therest of themoney wasretained inthe businessin casethere
wasalossor demand. He maintained this principle during his
entirelife. Heeven paid hdf thecost of themarriageof hispartner’s
children! Whered se can onefind such anided, perfect partner in
theworld?

Dadashri conducted hisbusinessin the most perfect and
unpardleled manner andyet hischit and atention remained entirely
inthepursuit of the Soul. After hisspontaneous Self-redization
in 1958, hisbusiness continued for many years. Heremained as
the Self and observed the energies of hismind, speech and body
unfold for the salvation of theworld. Hetraveled extensively in
amdl townsand villages. Wha must bethat visonwhich heatained
that allowed himto remain at the zenith of theworldly affairsas
well asspiritudity!

Money isthe primeforcein human relationships. Money
hasbeen called theeeventhlife.

In hisenlightenment, whichwasaculmination of experiences
of many previouslives, Dadashri hasthe ultimate knowledge of
all financial interactionsthat take placein theworld. He hasthe
knowledge of therelationship of the coming and going of money,
profit-loss, the hidden principlesthat governwhat apersonleaves
behind or takeswith himwhen hediesand al principlesguiding
thedightest dealingswith money. Theseexperiencesof hislife,
which haveflowed through the medium of hisspeech, have been
compiledinthisbook. Itisour sincere hopethat thereader finds

thishel pful in hiseffortstolivealifeof purity and bliss.

Dr. Niruben Amin

24

The Science of
M oney

ACCORDING TO

GNANI PURUSH DADASHRI

Monetary I nteractions

(1) ComingsAnd Goingsof Laxmiji - the Goddess of
wealth (money)

Theworld considersmoney and wedlth asone of the most
important thing inlife. People have morelovefor money because
itisneededin everything they do. Lovefor God cannot exist as
long asthereislovefor money. Lovetowardsmoney will disgppear
when aperson devel opslovefor God. Therecanonly belovefor
either Laxmi (money) or Narayan (God). L ovewhichever one
you want. Laxmi will disappoint you through betraya. Thereisa
saying“Mandaveterandave’ —‘ That whichisbuilt will also be
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destroyed!” And Narayan, never buildsnor destroys. He keeps
you happy all thetime. Hekeepsyou in astate of liberation.

Youwill haveto understand al this, won't you?How long
canyou continuewith thisfeeblenessof yours? And yet you don't
likeanxiety. Thishumanlifeismeant for liberation from anxieties,
itisnot just for making money. How doesaperson earn money?
Isitthrough hisintellect or hishard work?

Questioner: Both.

Dadashri: If money can be earned through hard work,
then theselaborerswould havelot of money becausethey work
thehardest of dl, don't they? Andif money could beearned through
theintellect, then there are extremely well educated people out
thereand yet their shoesareal worn out! Earning money isnever
fromtheuseof theintellect nor isit thefruitsof hardlabor. Itisthe
reward of one' smerit karmasfrom one'spast life. Soif youwant
money, you haveto be cautiouswhere merit and demerit karmas
areconcerned. (11)

Money goes to those with merit karma, whereas hard
working peoplerun after money. Sofromthisyou shouldrealize
that money would only come your way if you have the merit
karmas. Hard work will earn you somefood and you may have
some surplusto get your daughter married, but without merit
karma, money will not comeyour way.

Soredlity saysthat if you areaperson with alot of merit
karmas, why must you struggle? And if you arenot, thenwhy are
you struggling? What you are destined to earnin thislife cannot
be changed.

Whatislifelikefor apersonwith alot of merit karmas? L et
metell you what even these CEOs haveto put up with. How do
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their wives greet them when they comehome after ahard day’s
work at the office?‘ Where have you been, you are two hours
late? Just look at this* fortunate’ (!) ones. Should someonewith
alot of merit karmahaveto put up withthis?Inreality atruly
fortunate one, who hasearned alot of merit karmafromlastlife,
doesnot haveto face anything negativein hislife. Such people
belong to adifferent breed. From their very youth, they never
experienceany insultsor toughtimes. Wherever they go, they are
welcomedwith alot of respect. Thisishow they grow up, whereas
other peopledo nothing but struggle. What doesthismean?\When
aperson’smerit karmarunsout, heisback towherehe started. I
you do not havethe credit of merit karma, then evenif youwere
to go around begging all night, areyou likely to get even fifty
rupeesby themorning? So do not livelifestruggling heplessy. Be
content withwhat you have.(12)

Your worldly lifeistheresult of no effort. Itistotally an
outcomeof karmaof your past life, for which no effortisrequired.
So enjoy it, but know how to enjoy it. Eventhe Lord concedes
that when thebasic necessitiesinlifearemissing, thenitisnatura
for oneto experience suffering. Truesuffering is, not having any
air to breathe, or food to eat. These arethe basic necessitiesin
life—without which the body cannot survive. Nowadayspeople
have so many different thingsavailableto them and yet they do
not enjoy them. They areinvolvedin something else. They do not
enjoy what isinfront of them. When awed thy businessman sits
todine, instead of enjoying hismeal, heispreoccupied with his
business. The fool! He does not even know what he eats.
Everythingislikethis.(16)

Thisworld isamixture of peoplewho enjoy themselves
and thosewho work very hard. It hasamixture of everything.
Thosewhowork very hard havetheego ‘| andoingitdl’. Those
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who enjoy themselveshavetheego, * | anenjoyingdl this. The
onewho works hard enjoysthe pleasure of doer ship.

A wealthy man once pleaded with me saying, ‘ Please say
something to my son. He does not want to do any work. All he
doesisenjoyshimsdf and hasagoodtimeevery day.’” | explained
tothefather, * I1tisnot worth saying anything. Heisonly enjoying
the fruits of his merit karma. Why should we interferein his
enjoyment? Hereplied, * Isit notimportant to make himwise?
| told him, * Thewise onesin theworld enjoy themselves. The
foolish ones waste their wealth. The one who works hard for
money isalaborer’ Thosewho work hard derive pleasurefrom
doing so because of their ego. The bossgoesto work wearing a
long coat sothat al theworkerswould stand and welcomehim as
he enters the office. His ego is fed. While those who enjoy
themselves, carelittle about power or authority. Thetruthisto
enjoy whatever isyours. (17)

Thelaw of thecirculation of money isthis: InIndiaasthere
isanincreaseinthenumber of unworthy people; money increases.
Wherethereareforthright and ethical people, themoney islacking.
So notethat wedlth hasgoneto the unworthy and the undeserving.
They havefood on their table and do not know how to enjoy it.

There are aso the naive and simple people. They are
unaffected if they lose money or avaluablething. They are not
concerned with societal status. For such peopleweath flowsin
easily. Wealth does not go to those who have alot of worldly
awareness because these people have alot of kashay - anger,
pride, attachment and greed. Thewholedaylong they continueto
do kashay. Thesmpleoneshave no suchworldly awarenessand
arefreefrom theseinner turmoil and weaknesses. They do not
fussover things. Wed th flowsto them, but they do not know how
to make good use of it and it passes away without their
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awareness.(19)

Whatever money thereisintheworldtoday, itisal tainted
andwrong. Very littleof it ispureandright. Therearetwo kinds
of merit karma Onethat bindsdemerit karmaand takesaperson
into alower lifeformand the other that binds merit karmawhich
takesapersoninto ahigher lifeform. Themoney that resultsina
birthinahigher lifeformisvery rareinthe current era. Where
such*pureandright’ money exigs, thereiscontinuousinner peace,
material comfortsand theexistenceof truerdigion.

Themoney of today will bind demerit karma; it iswealth
that creates conflictsinthehomeand outside. Instead it isbetter
tohavelessof it. At least clasheswould not enter thehome. Today
wherever thereismoney, thereisan atmosphere of conflict. A
smplemesl of bread and vegetabl eisbetter than agourmet meal
with thirty-two dishes. In the current timejust one rupee of the
right kindwill bring tremendous peaceand inner satisfaction. Such
money createsan aimosphere of harmony inthefamily and will
prompt only spiritua thoughtsin everyone.

| onceasked awoman from areputablefamily in Bombay
whether they had any quarrelsintheir home. Shereplied, “ Every
morning we have quarrel sfor breakfast!” | told her they must be
saving alot of money onfood and shereplied, “No, wetill have
to spend money. Aswe butter thetoast, the quarrelsgo on and so
doesthe breakfast!” What kind of people arethese? (20)

If themoney ispureandright, thenyouwill dwaysbeat
peaceand your lifewill begood. Clashesinthehomesare caused
by entry of impure and wrong money. From avery young agel
had decided that asfar as possible impure and wrong money
must not enter my home. For the past sixty-six yearsnot atrace
of impuremoney hasentered my homeandthat iswhy therehas
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never been any clashesin my home. We had decided from the
very beginning that wewould run the household within acertain
budget. The bus nessmay make hundreds of thousandsof rupees
but if thisAmbalal Patel wereto work for someone, how much
would he earn? He would earn anywhere between six to seven
hundred rupeesat themost. Businessisaplay of merit and demerit
karmaand so we should spend only theamount | would draw as
asalary if | were employed elsewhere. Therest of the money
would beretained in thebusinessfor unforeseen eventsliketaxes.
Onenever knowswhenan‘attack’ from anincometax authority
will comeandif all themoney is spent, the attack from the tax
officewill causeyou to have aheart attack! Have such attacks
not entered al the homes? How canwecall thislife? What do
you think?Isthisnot amistake?We need to break thismistake.

Let money flow in naturally. Do not useit asasupport.
Never rest and think that it will bethereforever. Proceed with
caution of thisawareness so that when it leavesyou will not suffer.

Quedtioner: Describethefragrance of puremoney, please.

Dadashri: Puremoney will never bring atraceof stressor
tension. Therewill beenough money inthehome. Your mind will
be at peace even if someone announcesthat sugar isgoing to be
rationed starting the next day. Nothing will causestressor tension
toyouinthehome. Theexsisting merit karmaeffect issuch that
your actionsand speech will be pleasant towardseveryonearound
you. It will never inciteworriesin you about how youwill earn

money.

Themoney wehavearound at themoment isfromexsisting
demerit karmaeffect. Thisisimpurekind money. Itisnot worthy
of being called money. Itincitessinful thoughtsand preoccupation
of ‘How can | earn moreand accumulatemore’ . Thisinitsdlf isa
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an.

Some peopleask me, ‘ Did thelandlordsin the past have
such pure money? Yes, they did. Their money accumulated
naturdly. They did not haveto accumulateit whereas peopletoday
arestruggling to accumulateit. The puremoney of the past came
in naturaly, even whenthey begged the Lord for it not to come.
Even when they said they wanted spiritual wealth not materia
wealth, themoney would still flow intheir direction. That isthe
merit karma, which bringspure money. (21)

| never liked thisworldly life. Let metell you about myself.
Nothing inthisworldly lifeinterested me. If someonegave me
money, | found it burdensome, even whenthemoney wasmine. |
felt aburden when | took my salary, and aburden in taking it
home. Beforethis Gnan (Self-realization), | found everything
bothersome.

Questioner: We are soinvolved in making money in our
business that we are not able to turn away from it and we are
constantly preoccupied withit.

Dadashri: And eventhen you are not satisfied. You feel
you want to make onemillion and when you reach that goal, you
want to maketwo, then you think you will stop at five. Thisdoes
not end.

| too would have made adecisionto makeamillion. But |
cametotheconclusonthat lifedoesnot giveyou an extension. If
weweregiven athousand yearsinstead of ahundredtolive, then
hard work would beworthwhile. But thereisno surety of anything
inlife. (24)

Therearetwo typesof authorities: Oneisan independent
authority and theother isdependent authority. Itisyour independent
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authority to become aGod. To make money isnot under your
authority. So which isbetter, to make money or to realize the
Saf?1 know how money comes. If the authority to make money
werein one' sown hands, then onewould evenfight for it. But
that is not the case and so no matter what you do, you will not
accomplish anything. A person once asked me about the nature
of money. | told him that money islike dleep. Some peoplefall
ad eep themoment they liedown; sometossand turn thewhole
nightlong and still cannot fall asleep, while some need to take
deeping pills. Somoney isnot under your authority. Itisunder the
authority of someother power, sowhat isthepoint inworrying
about it and running after it?(25)

Therefore, | tell you that money will not cometoyouif you
gothrough extreme strugglesto acquireit. It Smply happens. You
aremerely aningrument, oneof themany evidenceswhenit comes
toyou. You are merely one of the evidences when you go and
returnfromthe court (talkingto alawyer disciple), soisthespeech
of yoursinthetrid. All thisisnot worth paying too much attention
to. What isneeded happenswith the right amount of attention by
itsdlf. If you gainthisunderstanding youwill befreefromal tenson.

Currently you havethefirm conviction that without you the
caseinthecourt will not proceed. Thisisnot so. (26)

When awhole lot of evidences come together, money
comes. If you ask adoctor whosefather isin thefinal stages of
lifeinthe hospital to do an operationto make himlivelonger, he
will not be ableto do so. So thisisnot under anyone'scontrol.
Theevidences have cometogether for theold manto leavethis
world. | became a Gnani because of scientific circumstantial
evidences. And all thesebillionaires do not become so because
of their efforts. They however do believethat it isbecause of their
independent effort and hard work that they arebillionaires. * |
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became' istheillusion. ‘1t happened’ isknowledge. Gnani Purush
isnever under any illusion. Hesaysit asitis, and saysit asit
happened. | was sitting at Surat station and it happened. The
billionairesays, | mademillionsand | have had threewives. All
theseyou have brought forth with you fromyour past life. Thisis
nothing but just abelief inyour mindthat, ‘| am doing al this'.
Thisisegoism. What doesthisegoism do? It plansfor your next
life, without your knowledge. Thusman createslife after life. He
never comestoalifewherethereisnonew lifecreated. If planning
stopsthenliberationisat hand.

There is no being in this world, which does not seek
happiness. Everyoneseekseternd bliss, thekind that never leaves.
Hisunderstanding and belief isthat money will bring happiness.
But then, the problemsand inner turmoil comewith it. Eternal
blissandinner turmoil areenemies. They can never exist together.
Money isnot at fault here. Heistheonewhoisat fault. (26)

All thingsof thisworldwill oneday become unpleasant and
unwel come. The Soul isyour own Sdif. Thereisno suffering here.
Theworldly exigenceissuch that atimearriveswhen even money
becomes burdensome. One worries about how to store and
digtributeit.

Soinlifethereissuffering. Suffering with money, suffering
without money, suffering asapauper, suffering asaprimeminister,
suffering aswidow, suffering asawife, suffering evenasamigtress,
suffering, suffering, suffering. Why areall these big businessmen
of Ahmedabad suffering?What isthe cause?

Questioner : They arediscontent and unhappy.

Dadashri: There never wasany happinessin thiswork of
theirs. Whereisthe happiness? Thisistheillusion. Itislikea
drunken man lying on the street with ahand in the cold contents of
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agutter. Heisunder theinebriation and fal se belief of happiness.
When theeffect of thea cohol wearsoff hewill fed thepain. This
isal nothing but agutter.

Thereisno happinessintheworldly lifewhatsoever. There
can never behappinessinit at all becauseif therewere, thenthe
city of Bombay would not be the way it istoday. Thereisno
happinessat al. Itisall anillusion of happinessanditisonly a
temporary adjustment.

Thereisno need to carry aburden over money. Whenthe
bank balance grows he breathesasigh of satisfaction and when
thereisadeficit hebecomessad and unhappy. Thereisnothingin
thisworldworth breething asigh of satisfaction, becauseeverything

istemporary. (27)

What makes people suffer? A man once cameto meand
said, ‘| have no money inthe bank. | am completely brokeand
bankrupt’. | asked him, * How much debt did you have? Hetold
me hedid not have any debt. That isnot bankruptcy! Hehad a
few thousand rupeesin the bank. Then | asked him, * Do you
haveawife? Heanswered ‘| can’'t sdl my wife'. | toldhim,* No
you can't, but you havetwo eyes. Would you liketo sell themfor
two hundred thousand rupees? Your eyes, your hands, your feet,
your brain; al thisisyour wealth. Don't disregard thiswealth of
yours. Evenwithout apenny inthebank you areabillionaire. Try
and sell each of these assetsof yours. Youwill not sell your two
hands. Thisisyour endlesswedlth. Congder dl thisasyour wedth
and be content. Money may come or not. It does not matter
whether aperson hasmoney or not aslong ashegetsfood to eat.
(29)

Questioner: What should we do when times are tough
and thereisno money comingin?
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Dadashri: Whenraindoesnot fall for an entireyear, the
farmerscry and say that they areruined. Therainsreturnthenext
year andtheir financid pogitionimproves. Sowhentimesaretough,
patienceisnecessary. Decreaseyour expensesand with hard work
and fruga economy passyour time. Do thisonly during thetough
period. When the going isgood you do not haveto do anything.

At suchdifficult times, givethisbody the necessary food. It
doesnot demand anything else. Alsoif needed, recitethesethree
mantras, the Trimantra, for an hour daily. Whenyou dothis, your
lifestuationwill improve. For thousandsof people, thedifficulties
and obgtructionsinlife have been diminated by thename* Dada
Bhagwan'’, recited with understanding. (29)

What isthenature of money?Money meanspaninearning,
painin protecting, painin spending. When ahundred thousand
rupeesarrivea home, thepain of protectingit begins. Thesearch
for thebank that will not disappear starts, and then somerdatives
and friends cometo know about it and they pester you for loans
and gifts. My buddy, do you not havethismuch trust for me?All
| want isamereten thousand, and you haveto givewhenyou are
pestered enough. So the pain exists when thereis excess and
whenthereisscarcity. Itisbest whenitisjust norma. Otherwise
thereispain when spending.

People do not know how to take care of money nor do
they know how to enjoy it. They complain about how expensive
thingsareevenwhilethey areenjoying them. Thefools! Why not
enjoy what you have peacefully? People have to work to make
money inanenvironment that makesthem miserable. Many people
will not return the money they owe, sothereissufferinginearning
money and suffering in safekeeping it also. Even when extreme
care istaken in protecting the money in the bank, it does not
remainthere. A bank account means credit and debit, coming
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and going. Anguish resultswhen money leaves.

Many have becomerich by evading incometaxes. They
have hidden millionsfrom thegovernment. They do not know that
thismoney will leave someday. When thefinesand demandscome
fromtheincometax department, wherewill they go? Thisisall a
trap, nothing € se. These personswho haverisen up thisway carry
so much danger with them, but are unaware of it. They areall
involved in schemes to avoid income taxes all day and this
meditation of theirsisindeed thereturnticket to an animal life
form. (30)

A lifeof makingmoney islikethat of anox runningincircles
around thestonemill that crushes castor seedsfor oil. Thefarmer
feedsthe ox somefodder for itstoil and herethewifegivesyoua
plate of food for your toil of theday, thereisno difference. (34)

Thesebig shotsof Ahmedabad are ownersof two or more
cottonmills, yet their suffering isbeyond description here. They
areunder congtant tenson of thesemillsnot performing or shutting
down. They passed inthe educationa school well, but havefailed
inthe school of life. Thisisbecausethey have adopted the best
foolishness. Dishonesty isthe best foolishness. Therehastobea
limit tofoolishness, doyou not think so? Yet herethey have crossed
thelimit. (36)

| have andyzed the nature of money fromal aspects. How
much money can aperson accumulate? | cameto theconclusion
that no one has ever managed to remain therichest personinthe
world. People used to say that Ford wastherichest man, but a
few years later we heard that someone else was. What is the
point to all this? The horsethat winstherace getsthefirst prize,
the second and third horse will get somerecognition, but what
about the horsethat comesfourth? Hejust runstheraceinvain,
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foaming at themouth. | said ‘Why do | enter thisrace course?
Why should one havetofoam at the mouth unnecessarily? People
enter thisraceto comefirst but instead they al losetherace. No
body caresfor theselatearrivals. (37)

Money islimited whereas peopl€ sdemandsare not.

Some people have an obsession for sex, somefor pride,
status and recognition; there are so many different types of
obsessions. Some peopl e are obsessed with money. They are
constantly preoccupied with thoughts of money and ways of
accumulating it. Preoccupation with money isaheavy obsession.

Questioner : But one cannot do without money.

Dadashree: Yes, you cannot do without it but people do
not know how money comesto them and so they keep running
after it. Money islike perspiration. It comeslike perspiration.
Some peopl e perspire profusaly while others perspirevery little.
Just asswedting isinevitable, soisthe coming of money.

| never cared for money fromthevery beginning. | started
business at the age of twenty-two and if someone cameto visit
me, they would have no knowledge about how my businesswas
faring but | would ask them if they were having any financial
difficulties. (41)

It isdangerousto even havethoughts about money, soyou
canimagine how dangerousit isto run after and revereit.(42)

Man can only go after onething, either money or the Soul.
Itisnot possiblefor apersonto be attentivein two placesat the
sametime. Either hisattentionisonmoney or itisonthe Sdlf. The
focusof theworldly self can only bein one place. Sowhatisone
to do?(43)
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Oncel met awealthy man. Hewasamillionaire. Hewas
fifteen yearsolder than | but hewould sit next tome. | asked him
how wasit that his children wore shirtsand pants, but heworea
dhoti, which barely covered hisknees! Helooked half naked even
when going to thetemple! 1nsuch ashort dhoti, it appeared asif
hewasdraped in aloincloth, wearing ashort deeve shirtand a
white cap rushing to the temple to do darshan. | told him it
appeared to methat hewasgoing to takeall hiswealthwithhim
when hedies. Hetold meit wasnot possibleto do such athing. |
told him we the Patels are not as clever as the Jains and that
possibly the Jainsmust havefound away to do so. Hetold meno
one could take anything with him or her when they die. When
told hisson about our conversation, hisson exclaimed it wasa
good thing no one could do so otherwise hisdad would take out
aloan of three million rupeesand leavethe debt for himto repay.
Hetold mehisdadisso shrewd that it would ruin him.(43)

Questioner : Many big businessmen of Bombay accumulate
money taken under thetable, what effect will thisbring on them?

Dadashri: It bindskarmas. Both the black money and the
whitemoney bind karmas. Good money or bad money, al money
bindskarma. Karmas are being bound constantly. Until aperson
attains Self-redlization, he or she continuesto bind karmas. With
black money, one binds bad karmaand will spend alifeinthe
anima kingdom.

Questioner: Why are peoplewho run after money never
stisfied?

Dadashri: If you tell someoneto be content, hewill retort
and say the same thing to you and even ask why you are so
discontent. Contentment isnot something that can be acquired,
evenwhen aperson wantsto be. Contentment isattained through
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knowledge and worldly experience. It happensnaturally andis
directly proportional to thelevel of one’'sknowledge. Itisnot
something that will happen by doing anything. It isan effect, a
result. Your grade will depend upon how well you write your
examinaion. Theexaminationwasgiveninthepast life. Theresult
isthe knowledge of thislife. Inthe sameway, your contentment
will be as good as your knowledge in this life. It is for this
contentment that peoplework so hard. However, what we seeis
theopposite. Evenwhenthey gotothelatrine, they areperforming
twotasks. They shavether faceswhilestting onthelatrine. They
have so much greed and arein such ahurry to make money. This
iscalledthelndian puzzle. (44)

Onelawyer shavesashestsonthetoilet and hiswifetells
methat he doesnot even talk to her. Hehasbecome soisol ated.
Heisstuck injust one corner and heisconstantly ontherun. He
makesmoney and he squandersit in those other usel ess places.
Hemilksacow and feedsthe milk to adonkey. (45)

Inthisday and ageof kdiyug (thefifth eracf thetimecycle),
apersonruinshislifeby becoming greedy for money. By having
aartadhyan (adverseinterna meditation causng harmtoonesown
sdlf) and raudradhyaan (adverseinterna meditationimplicating
and causing hurt to others) peoplelosetheir right to beborn as
humansagain. Intheir past lifethese very people have enjoyed
theluxuriesof grand kingdomsand royaty. They werenever such
beggars, butinthisday and agetheir mindshavebecomebeggarly.
Their mind wantsthisand that! Otherwiseaperson whose mind
isfulfilled will walk around like aking, evenif he hasnothing.
Money issuch athing that it turnsone’svision towards greed.
Money increases vengeance and negative passions. Thefurther
you can stay away from money, thebetter itisfor you. Andifitis
spent, it isbetter spent towardsanaoble cause.
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Themoney that isgoing toflow in cannot bechanged. This
isnot going to be changed whether one becomesreligiousor evil.
If hefallsinto evil deeds, it will beawaste of money and invite
more suffering. If heturnsrdigiousand spendsthe money rightly,
hewill invitehappinessand thismay show himthepathtoliberation.
Theamount of money will not change.

To delve constantly about making money isabad habit. It
islikegiving adaily seambathto apersonwith daily fever. There
isaninitial temporary relief, so he becomeshabituated toit. The
fever will come down, but the cause of the fever has not been
treated sothat it returnsevery day. Likewise, running after money
isfutile. (45)

Money isaby-product. Do you worry whether your arms
or legswill remain functiona ?No. Why not? Do we not need our
limbs?Wedo, but it isnot something we haveto think about. In
the same manner thereisno need to think about money. If your
arm hurts, you haveto think about getting treatment for it but you
do not havetoworry about it. You should never be exclusively
preoccupied with money. When you devotetoo much attention
to money, you missout on other important thingsinlife. Anditis
not just preoccupation with money that isforbidden, but also
preoccupationwithwomen. If you become obsessed withwomen,
you will become likeawoman. If you become obsessed with
money, then you will becomerestless. Money roamsand sowill
you. One should never become obsessed with money. Itisthe
highest raudradhyana (adverseinternal meditation that hurtsthe
person having it and also others around). It is not artadhyana
(adverse meditation hurting only the person havingit), because
athough aperson may havefood and everything e sein hishome,
hestill hasexpectationsof morewedlth. When aperson runsafter
money, other peoplearedeprived of their share of thewedlth. Do
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not do anything that will create shortagefor others. Do not break
the proportion of thedistribution of wealthinaway that will cause
shortagefor others. Otherwiseyouwill beliablefor it. If money
comesto you spontaneoudy, thenyou arenot liable. You may get
fivethousand or even fifty thousand rupees spontaneoudly, but
once it comesto you, you cannot detain it or obstruct it from
leaving. What isthe naturd law of money?1t says, ‘ Do not detain
and hoard me. Circulate me. Give away as much ascomesyour

way'. (47)

Obstaclesto money will remain aslong asyou harbor the
desireto earnit. When you becomeinattentiveto money, it will
cometo youinabundance.

Isit not necessary to eat food?1sit not necessary togoto
thetoilet? Similarly money isnecessary. Just asyou areableto go
to the bathroom without having to think about it, so will money
cometo you without you thinking about it. (48)

A wedthy landowner once cameto me. Hewanted to know
how much wedlth aperson should accumul ate. Hetold mehe had
about athousand acresof land, abungal ow, two carsand asizable
bank balance. He wanted to know how much he should keep. |
told him that every person should assesstheir needs based on
what luxury hehad at thetimeof hisbirth. Thatistheexact principle
for hgppiness. Everything dsefdlsinthecategory of excessveness.
Anything inexcessispoisonous, andinvitesmisery. (49)

Each person finds happinessin hisor her own home. A
manlivinginahutwill not find happinessinabunga ow andaman
living inabungalow will not find happinessinahut. Thereason
behind thisiswhat peoplebring forthwithintheir ‘ receptacle’ of
intellect (buddhi no ashay) fromtheir past life. Peoplewill find or
come across whatever they have brought forth within their
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receptacle of intellect. Whatever people bring forth in their
receptacleof intellect can bedividedintwo parts: effectsof merit
karmaand effectsof demerit karma. If wedivideupwhat people
fill intheir receptacleof intellect, most of itisto acquiremateria
wealth and happinessand they use up their merit karmain order
to acquirethesetwo things, leaving them with only avery small
amount to acquire spiritudity.

A person bringsforthin hisreceptacle of intellect that he
wantsto acquire alot of money. He expends alot of his merit
karmaintheprocessand getshisdesired wealth. Another person
doesthe same but instead of effects of merit karma, heisfaced
with effectsof hisdemerit karma, consequently heremainsbroke
despiteworking very hard. These accountsare very exact and
precise and no one can changethat. And yet thesefoolish people
believethewed ththey have acquiredisthroughtheir own efforts.
They do not realizethat they have expended their merit karmain
the processand that too, on thewrong path. Instead why not turn
around the receptacle of your intellect; if you areto have one, the
only thingworth havinginitisspiritudity and nothing materididtic.
Theeffect of merit karmahasto be spent on religion and not on
uselessmaterid thingslikecars, radios, televisonsetc. Placethe
desireto know the Self, and the desireto do good for others, as
theonly thingsin your receptacle, which carriesforthinto the next
life. Whatever has come your way at the moment, let it be, but
from now on changethis.

| have brought forth in my receptacle of intellect, aone
hundred percent intention for the Soul and the salvation of the
world. My merit karmahas not been spent anywhere else, and
especialy not for any materia things.

Those who have met me and have attained Gnan, were
ableto do so becausethey had all ocated sometwo to five percent
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of their merit karmafor this. That iswhy they were ableto meet
me. Whereas| spent one hundred percent for the Self and that is
why | have been granted the certificate of ‘No Objection’ for
religionfromall sdes. (53)

If someonewereto tell methat no matter what hedoes, he
keepsrunningintoaloss, | wouldtell himthat it isbecause his
demerit karmaisin operation. | will tell him not to borrow any
money from anyone, becausethat money isunlikely tohelp him.
Hewill loseit. | tell himto gt at home, study hisfavorite scripture
and pray to God. (55)

Peopl e continueto bind demerit karmabut when the effect
of thesekarmamanifest, they will suffer alot. These effectswill
completely shakethem. They will fed asif they arestanding on
burning coal. Inthe sametoken they will realize how sweet the
rewardsareif they bind merit karma. So beware! Whatever karma
you bind, think before you do so and realize what kind of effect
such karmawill bring forthwhen they mature. Maintain extreme
vigilance during the charging of karma. You are binding demerit
karmawhen you increase your wealth by cheating othersof their
money; when you do thisremember at thetimethat the effect of
such karmaisinevitable. And evenif you deposit that money in
thebank, it will eventualy go away. That wedlth too, iscertainto
dissipate. But in the processof trying to accumulate that wealth,
you create raudradhyan, which will not only make you suffer
immediately but asolater when theresult of demerit karmaunfold.
Atthat timeyouwill havealot of suffering. (56)

What does nature say? It isnot concerned with how much
money you spend, it isonly concerned with theinterna state of
painand pleasure. Nature only keepsaccount of how much pain
or pleasureisderived. A person enjoys happiness even when
thereisno money whatsoever, and another suffers deeply when
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thereisplenty of money. Therefore pleasure and pain are not
dependent on money.

Thosewho makerelatively littlemoney arein peace; they
do not have any problems. They even have timeto go to the
temple and do darshan of the Lord. But for those who are
engrossed intrying to increase their money, thereisaproblem
whenthey earnamillion rupees, and whenthey incur alossof fifty
thousand rupees, they immediately experience distress and
suffering. Youfoolish people! Just deduct thefifty thousand from
themillion that you have. But no! That would reducetheoriginal
sum earned. What areyou defining asyour origind sum?Thesum
you logt, carried away withit responsibility onyour part, so do
not complanwhen that sum decreases. But instead you fed happy
when that sum increases and what happens when that sum
decreases?Pain. Thereal sumiswithinyou; thereal wealthis
withinyou. Why then do you frantically go around setting yourself
up for aheart attack and risk loosing thisreal sum?If youwereto
dieof aheart attack, will you not losethis sum, the Self?

A father giveshisson amillion rupeesand then decidesto
embark on aspiritua path. The son squandersthe money away,
drinking, egting non-vegetarianfood, gamblinginthestock market,
and enjoying himself. Thereason behind thisisthat any money
acquired throughimproper meanswill never remain; itwill leave.
Alastoday not even honest money earned through earnest means
remainswith those who earniit, so how is dishonest money to
remain? So you will need money that comes from your merit
karma, pure money. Thisoccurswhen money isgained through
honest and clear intentions. Only thewealth from such asource
will giveyou happiness. Otherwise, theimpuremoney of demerit
karmawill makeyou suffer even asit leaves, and will bind demerit
karmain the process. (57)
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Thisworldly lifeissuchthat onecannot affordtoliveinit,
not even for aminute. Even when aperson hastremendous merit
karma, thereisso muchinternd suffering that itisunbearable. He
cannot contain hissuffering. Heis surrounded by the finest of
circumstancesandyet thereisburningwithin, aninterna suffering.
How canthisauffering bedlayed?Eventudly even hismerit kermas
areexhausted. What isthe principle of thisworld?Itisthat when
al themerit karmasbecome depl eted, the effect of demerit karma
begins. Asitis, apersondready hasalot of interna suffering, but
what will become of himwhen heissurrounded by externally
induced suffering? Therefore, be aware! That iswhat theLord

Says.

Thenatureof everything aroundisintakeand output, filling
and emptying (puran and galan). Whatever fills, eventudly drains.
If it did not drain, therewould beaproblem. Itisbecausethereis
anout flow that you areableto eat again. Whenyouinhaeitisan
inflow and whenyou exhdeitisan out flow. Theintrindgc nature
of everythingistoflow inand out and that iswhy | have madethe
discovery that there should be neither feast nor famineasfar as
money isconcerned. For me, alwaysthereisneither too much
nor toolittle of wedlth. Thosewithtoollittlewill shrink away and
thosewith excesswill bloat up. Excessmeansthat money will last
for twotothreeyears. It isbetter to haveweathwhichisflowing
otherwiseit will bring suffering. (58)

| have never had too little money, nor hasthere been an
excessamount of money. Before the sum of saving approached a
hundred thousand therewoul d be an emergency inthe business
and it would be spent. That iswhy money never accumulated to
the point of overflow nor wasthere ever any shortage. (59)

Questioner: Why isthere ashortage of money?
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Dadashree: Money does not come because of stealing.
Where there is no stealing through the mind, speech or body,
money isabundant. Stealing isan obstacleto wedth. Deception
and money areenemies. When aperson stopsstealing overtly he
will takebirthin anoblefamily. Deceptionissubtle stealing and
that isregarded as severeraudradhyan, the consequence of which
isalifein hell. There should be absolutely no deception. A
shopkeeper may take pleasurein selling adulterated goods; he
tellshiscusomersthat hisgoodsare pureand of thehighest qudlity,
and when you question him about histactics, heinsstsand says:.
‘Thisistheonly way to do business —that isdeception. A person
who hasthe desireto be honest can say to hiscustomers, ‘ My
wishisto sall only the best but thisiswhat my goodsarelike so
takethemif youwant'. By merdly datingthis, heisfreed fromany
lighility.

Peopleremain honest aslong asthey do not get thetaste of
black money. Oncethey start deding with black money dishonesty
creepsin. (61)

When aperson sted seveninthedightest throughhismind,
body or speech, thenin spite of hard work, hewill barely make
any money. Stealing isthebiggest obstacleto money. Stealing
depletesthe specia powers(siddhis) inherent in humansfrom
past lives; these powersbecome used up and the person becomes
bankrupt. Today peoplearenot ableto acquireany money despite
working hard and honestly. What thismeansisthat intheir past
life they had abused their human powers and their current
predicament isaresult of thisabuse. Whichisthe highest power
of dl?Itisthat of the human birth. Thisisthe highest power of dl,
becauseliberationisattained only from the humanform.

Questioner : How much money should oneearn?
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Dadashri: Thereisno suchrule. Do youworry about how
muchwater youwill get for your shower every morning? Smilarly
you should not think about money. Everything is preordained;
whether you get one or two buckets of water, it hasalready been
decided. Nooneisableto add or take away fromthis. Makeall
effortsto earn money through your mind, speech and body, but
do not hold any desirefor it. Money isabank balance; will you
not getitif itismeant to befor you? Desirefor money will further
delay the money coming to you. Nor should you shunmoney. I
youwereto say, ‘| don’t want any money’, that too isagreat
offence. There should be neither regjection nor desirefor money.
Oneshould only haverespect for money. Money will comewhen
thetimeisright. Desirefor it will create obstaclesfor itsarrival.
Laxmiji (the Goddess of wealth) says: “Whatever thetime and
circumstancesyou find yoursdlf, accept that Situation for that time
and fromtimetotimel will send to you whatever isdueto you.
Whatever isduetoyouwill cometoyou at itspreordained time;
however do not harbor adesirefor me. | will send withinterest
what isrightfully yours. Thosewho do not harbor desire, tothem
| send their money ontime’. What el se doesLaxmiji say? She
saysthat if apersonwantsliberation, then he may takeonly the
money that ishisby right; hemust not cheet or decelveanyonefor
money. (62)

Whenever | meet Laxmiji, | tell her: ‘My addressishouse
number six, in Mamanipoda, Baroda. Whenever itisconvenient
for you, graceuswith avist and leavewhenever you please. That
isyour homeand you arewelcomethere.” Thisiswhat | tell her.
| never forsake courtesy. (63)

Theother point isthat you can never shunor rgject Laxmi.
Many people say: “1 do not need money. | do not even touch
money’ . Itisfineif they do not touch money, but when they speak
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thisway and meanwhat they say fromwithin, itisvery dangerous.
They will wander for many livesto comewithout any money. Laxmi
isvitaraag (without attachment). Money isinanimate. For that
meatter you should never shun anything elther; whether itisanimate
or inanimate, because by doing so youwill not encounter it again.
| may say that | am aparigrahi (onewhoisnot attached to material
things), but I will never say that | will never touch money. Money
isthecenter of al worldly interactions. All these detieshavebeen
organized to support the rules and principles of scientific
circumstantial evidences, called vyavasthit. So you should never
reject anything. (64)

It isnot money but ignorance that needsto be renounced.
Many peopl e have contempt towardsmoney. Whatever you have
contempt towards, will never come your way. Disinterest or
indifferencefor money intheabsenceof red (spiritud) interestis
theworst kind of madness. (65)

| maintainindifferenceinmattersof worldly lifeand absolute
interestin mattersof the Soul. Therehasto beboth. Indifference
for the worldly matters and interest for the Soul isneeded for
liberation. So gladly wel come each and every circumstancethat
comesyour way. Do your work according to thetimes, whether
that timebringsgansor losses, benefitsor destruction. Thedel uded
intellect will never dlow inquiry into the Absolute Truth. God say's
thereisno objectionif oneweretoliveby the theory of rdaivity’,
but one should aso livelifefreefrom contradictions. Follow the
lawsof Laxmi. Do not take money that comesby illicit means.
Your effortsfor money should be natural and spontaneous. Tend
to your profession but do not keep adesirefor money. Laxmiji
saysthat if you have borrowed money from someone, everyday
you should resolve in your mind that you want to pay it back.
Thenyouwill definitely beableto pay him back. (66)
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L et meexplain to you the nature of black market money.
Whenthereisflooding dueto aheavy rainfal and thewater enters
your homethroughyour front yard, you fed glad that thewater is
coming toyou without any effort, but whenthat water drainsaway,
it will leave behind adudge of mud. You will haveahardtime
getting rid of that mud. Black money islikethewater of theflood.
It will stingyou all over beforeit leaves. Thisiswhy | haveto
caution al thewedthy businessmen.

Money will not leave as long as you do not indulge in
deceptive bus nesstactics. Deceptivebusinesspracticeisthecause
of money leaving your home.

Thecurrent timeissuch that people are preoccupied with
how they can acquire and enjoy morewealth and inwanting this
they do not carewhether the money rightfully belong to themor
not. They areblinded by their greed. They canonly look for other
thingsif they becomefreefromtheir preoccupation with cheating
others, making aprofit by salling adulterated goodsand enjoying
adulterousrelationships. Happinessdoesnot liein such practices.
Happinessisto befound when you makeyour spiritual path as
your main production. All worldly gainsareaby-product of such
aproduction.You have acquired thisbody because of something
youdidinyour previouslife. You have acquired materia wedth,
awife, abungalow etc. All thisisaby-production. If all these
thingswereattainablethrough only hardwork, thendl thelaborers
would also have the same, but it is not so. People today have
misunderstood thisand that iswhy they have started factories of
‘by-production’. Effort madeinthepath of liberationisconsidered
the‘main production’. You should acquireliberation from the
‘Gnani Purush’, after which theworldly * by-production’ will
automatically cometoyou, freeof cost. You havewasted so many
lives for this ‘by-production’. Just once come and get your
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liberation so that your endlesswanderings and misery comesto
anend. (67)

Instead of worldly happiness, you should have happiness
that isbeyond thisworld, spiritua happiness; such happinessis
onethat will makeyou content. Worldly happiness, onthecontrary,
increasesrestlessness, andistemporary. If aperson makesasae
of fifty thousand rupees, hewill count and recount hismoney and
hismind becomes exhausted in counting. People’ sminds have
become so agitated that they do not even liketo eat. | too have
experienced such salesand | have observed what it doesto the
mind. Thisisnot something that isoutside my own experience. |
mysalf have swumthrough thisvery ocean and goneacross. Sol
understand what you are going through. The more money you
makethe morerestlessyou become and the mind becomes dull
and you do not remember anything. You arein aconstant state of
agitation. Peoplekeep counting their bills; thebillsareleft behind
and the counter passeson. Money saysto us, ‘Understand this
much if you want: you will move on and wewill stay behind'.
Therefore do not create any animosity withit. Invite money to
cometo you becauseyou need it. We haveaneed for everything.
But peoplebecome obsessed withit. However you haveno choice
but count it anyway. Thereareafew businessmen who delegate
the bookkeeping, counting and safekeeping of money to their
clerks. They instruct their clerks not to disturb them when they
aredinning. They tdll their clerksto count themoney ontheir own
asthey takethemoney inand out of thesafe. They will notinterfere
with their assistants. Thereare such men around. Inthewhol e of
India, there areahandful of such menwho remain completely
unaffected. They are like me. | never count money. What
interference! | have not handled money for thelast twenty years
andthatiswhy | amfilledwith bliss.

There is no denying that as long as there are monetary
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interactions, there is a need for it. But one cannot become
preoccupied withit. One can however become preoccupied with
theLord. If you only pursue money (Laxmi), then Narayan (God)
will beenraged. Do we not havetemplesof Laxmi-Narayan?ls
Laxmiji anordinary thing?

Whatever enjoyment you get from earning money, you
should also experience the same enjoyment whilst spendingiit.
But instead people keep commenting on how much money gets
spent away.

You should never be engrossed with the thought that your
money will be spent avay. At whatever timethemoney goes, that
iscorrect and that iswhy it has been said that money should be
spent becausein doing so peoplewill lessen their tendencies of
greed and consequently will beableto give over and over again.

TheLord hassaid that you should not keep an account of
your money. If you have someknowledge of what thefutureholds,
do keep an account. And if you want to keep an account then
keep an account of thefact that you may dietomorrow! (69)

Thelaw of money issuchthat it will linger for sometime
andthenitwill leave, andleaveit will. Money will wander around,
whether it will bringyou profit, lossor interest, but it will wander.
[twill not remaininoneplaceforever. Money by natureisrestless.
Peopleriseto thetop with their money but when they get there,
they findit very difficult. They fed trapped anditisdifficult for
them to come back down. They climb to the top with alot of
enthusiasm but while coming down their predicament islikethe
cat that forcesitsfaceinto ajar of milk. What happensto that
kitten when it wantsto come out? Thisisthe same predicament.

Thesegrainswill losethelr potentia to grow into new crops
inthreetofiveyears. Likewise money that does not circulate
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becomesusdess.

Thewedth of past dayswassuchthat it would remainwithin
afamily for up tofivegenerations. But today it will not last even
for onegeneration. It comeswithin one' slifetimeandleaveswhile
heisliving. What kind of wealthisthis? Thiswedthissuchthat it
comes because of one’smerit karmabut it bindsdemerit karma
(papa-anubandhi-punya) asitleaves. Thereisvery littleof it, which
binds merit karma (punya-anubandhi-punya); thisisthewealth
that motivates you to come here to meet the Gnani Purush and
makeyou spend money onthispath of Akram Vignan. That wedth
will flow on aworthy path, otherwiseit will all squander away.
Everythingwill drain away into thegutter. These children of yours
are enjoying the money. You tell them they are enjoying your
money but they will tell you they are enjoying their share and
thereforeit isnot yours. When they say this, thisisthesameas
money going down thegutter.

Thislifeisworthliving only if you understand and cometo
know thetrue natureof thisworld. If youunderstand it exactly the
way itis, then therewould be no worriesor external problems.
Thenyouwouldfed that lifeisworthliving! (70)

[2]
Thelntricacy Of M oney Exchange

Wealth comesyour way when you give help to others, not
otherwise. Wealth comesto thosewho havethedesiretogive. It
comesto thosewho believein giving; thosewho knowingly alow
othersto cheat them and thosewho spend money with abig heart.
It may appear that it hasgone away, but it will returnthere only.
(74)

You will need merit karmain order to earn money. The
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intellect onthecontrary will bind demerit karma. If youtry toearn
money through your intellect, youwill bind demerit karma. | have
nointellect and thereforel bind no demerit karma. | do not have
even onepercent of intellect. (75)

| am kind and empathetic. On arare occasion when | set
out to collect money owed to my business, | would return actualy
giving them more. Assuch | never set out to collect money, but
when| didandif that personwasexperiencing difficulties, | ended
up giving him more. | would give away themoney in my pocket
that | needed for my expenses. Andthenext day | found myself
indifficulty. Thisishow my lifehasbeen.

Questioner: Does a person’s attachment to money not
increaseashismoney increases? Themorethemoney, thegreater
theintoxication, isit not so?

Dadashri: Everything createsintoxication. Thereisno
problemwith anincreaseinmoney aslong asonedoesnot become
intoxicated with it. But onceaperson’segoincreasesasaresult
of wedlth, he becomesintoxicated, hemovesaround inthat pride!
He callsothers poor. Who areyou to call otherspoor? You big
aristocrat! Thereisno telling when aperson will befaced with
poverty. Itisexactly asyou say. I ntoxication of money isinevitable.
(76)

Peopleof thisworld arechasing money their entirelife. |
haveyet to sseamanwhoissatisfied with hismoney. Thenwhere
didital go?

Everythingishappeninginahgphazard manner wheremoney
isconcerned. People have not understood asingleword of religion
and yet everything goes on. And yet when people fall into
difficulties, they do not know how to get out. They jJumpwithjoy
when the dollars come piling in but when they are faced with
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difficulties, they have no clue about what to do and instead they
bind demerit karmaover and over again. Truerdigionisto know
how to passthetime during such difficultiesand not bind any
demeritkarma.

Itisanatural principleof thisworld that thereisasunrise
and asunsat. Inthe same manner wealth will continuetoincrease
aspast karmascomeintofruition. It will increasein every aspect,
cars, bungaows, jewdry etc. But whenit changes, it will continue
to disperse. Firstit will accumulateand then it will disperse. At
thetimewhen it disperses, you should remain calm. That isthe
highest inner endeavor (purusharth).

Itistruly purusharth to continueliving with your brother
who refusesto returnyour fifty thousand dollarsand continuesto
insult you. Knowing how to conduct your salf during thistimeis
your purusharth.

Itispurusharth when you know how to conduct yourself if
aservant sed sgoodsworth ten thousand dollarsfrom your office.
If youfail at thistime, youwill ruinyour nextlife. (77)

Quedtioner: In Aptavani you havesaid that when onebegs
for two thousand dollarsfrom someone, oneisselling hispride
and ego. Pleaseexplain.

Dadashri: Yes, hesold hisprideand ego. If hesellshis
€go, weshould buy it. I have spent my entirelifebuying egos. You
should buy ego.

Questioner: What doesthat mean Dada?

Dadashri: If someone comesasking you for two thousand
dollarsdon’t you think heisembarrassed and feelsashamedin
doing s0?

Questioner: Yes.
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Dadashri: When he asks you for money, he isrisking
embarrassment and shameand sdlling hisego to you. You should
buy hisego, if you havethe money.

Doyouthink it feelsgood to ask for money? Doesit feel
good to ask even your uncle? Why not? You don’t like asking
even aclosefriend for money. Not even from your father. People
donot liketo stretch out their hand. (78)

Questioner: Webuy their ego, but of what useisit to us?

Dadashri: Oh ho ho! When you buy his ego, whatever
grength he haswithinhimwill manifest withinyou. Thepoor fellow
hascometo youto sell hisego. (79)

Questioner: Isitawrong doing, will it bind demerit karma
torefuseto give money to abeggar whoisrobust and healthy?

Dadashri: Thereisno problemif youdo not give, but you
must never rebuke him asking himwhy heisbeggingwhenhehas
such good health. You canadwaystell himthat you arenot ableto
give

You should never utter wordsthat hurt others. Keep your
speech such that it will give happinessto others. Your speechis
the greatest wealth you have. The other wealth may or may not
last but the wealth of your speech will bewithyou forever. The
good wordsyou utter will impart happinessto the other person.
Thereisno problemif you do not give him any money, but at least

speak kindly tohim.
(79

You become abeggar of theworldif you build amagestic
bunga ow and aking of theworldwithasmall bungaow. Materia
prosperity isacounterbalanceto spiritua prosperity. Becausethis
entireworldisthematerid world andif thematerid worldincreases,
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the soul (the unrealized self) attached to that material world
becomessmall. Whenthemateria world attached to therel ative
self decreases, the soul decreases, awarenessincreases asthe
soul expresses. Thereforeall worldly sorrowsareavitamin for
the soul and worldly happinessisthevitamin for the body. (80)

What isthe nature of money?Itisunsteady and transitory.
Make good use of it so that you do not misuseit. Do not keep it
stagnant, because by nature there are many different types of
money. Oneisflowing! Liquid cashisall movablewealth. The
immovablewedthisthingslike homes, property etc. Of thetwo,
theimmovablewedthwill last longer whiletheliquid wed th will
disappear! Sowhat isthe nature of cash? 1t doesnot last more
thantenyears. Thenature of goldisthat it will last forty tofifty
years and the immovable wealth, real estate, will last up to a
hundred years. Thereforethefixed period isdifferent for each,
but ultimately all of it will go. Youwill havetounderstand dl this
beforeyou do anything. The Vaniks, the businessclassin India
used toinvest twenty five percent of their wedthintheir business,
twenty five percent for interest; twenty five percent in gold and
twenty percent inreal estate. Thisishow they organized their
wealth. They arevery astute people. Theyoung membersinthe
family are not taught thisrule of money conservation. How can
thisbe donewhen thereisno money |eft?

Money issuchthat it dwaysleavesinthee eventh year. It
will last for tenyears. Thisgppliesto honest money! Honest money
leavesinthedeventh year! Thereisno telling whenthe money
obtained through dishonest meanswill leave or what harmit will
bring. (82)

Questioner: Whichisbetter, buying gold or speculatingin
thestock market?

Dadashri: You should never get involved in the stock
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market. That placeisonly for shrewd playersand professional
money managers. Others get roasted in the middle! Only the
shrewd people benefit fromit. A few people get together and fix
the price and others get crushed in the middle! These shrewd
peoplebenefit and thesmall ordinary playerspay theprice! That
isafull time business. The middlemen, the brokers maketheir
living by getting ordinary peopleinvolved. Whenardativeof mine
asked meabout investing in the stock market, | advised him not
to. (83)

Questioner : Dada, the American mahatmas are asking
whether they should takewhatever savingsthey haveaccumulated
andgotolndia They areespecialy concerned about their children.
Thechildren do not get theright upbringing and environment here
in America. Pleasetd | ushow much money weneedfor livingin
Indiabecause herethereisno suchlimit.

Dadashri: Yes, that istrue. If you want to start work in
Indiathenit will be necessary for you to bring in somemoney so
that you would not need to borrow that money and pay interest
onitinIndia Noonewill lend youthemoney over there, except
abank. Soitisbetter for you to keep some money aside. You
have no choice but do businessto makemoney inIndia. Youwill
also haveto meet expensesthere. But there your childrenwill
blossom. Hereyou find dollarsbut there are problemswithraisng
children. (85)

In Americamy mahamas (thosewho havetake Gnanfrom
Dada) take meto thelarge shopping malls. ‘ Let usgo Dadgji’,
they say. Eventhemall itsalf isamazed that | am not enticed with
anything it hasto offer. It would salute mewith reverence again
and again knowing that nothing it hasto offer temptsme. Nothing
inthe storewould catch my eye. | will look at everything but |
would not be tempted with anything. What use do | have for
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anything? Thereisnothing that hasany usefor me. You get tempted
just by looking, do you not?

Quedtioner: Wehaveto buy thethingsthat areanecessity.

Dadaghri: Yes, but nothing catchesmy eye. Thestorewould
bow to me because never before has such a person entered it.
There is neither temptation nor rejection. There is neither
attachment nor abhorrence; infront of you standsjust the pure
vitarag - the unattached One. (86)

One mahatma, asked me whether he should continue
investing inthe stock market or stop. | toldhimto stop. I toldhim
to take out whatever money he made so far, but he should now
stop. Otherwiseit would make no differencein him coming over
to America. Hewouldfind himsdf wherehewasbefore. Hewould
haveto return homewith ablank date. (89)

Onestartsmaking money by lending money with interest.
Onewho does soisworsethan Muslimin matters of money. A
real Muslim never chargesinterest. Thereisno need to charge
interest becausethereisno vauetotheinterest. Only God knows
what happensto amanwho chargesinterest. Itisfineif you keep
your money inthebank or if you loanit at reasonableinterest to
someone, but when you become preoccupied with the greed of
eighteen to twenty four percent interest, thereisnotelling what
will become of you. Suchisthe state of peoplein. (90)

Thereisnoharmin charging reasonableinterest but people
havemadeabusinessof charginginterest. Their entirebusinessis
based on charginginterest. What should you doinstead? Whoever
you lend themoney to, tell them they will haveto pay youinterest
a thesamerateasthebank. However, if that person hasabsolutely
no money at all, no capital or interest to pay, then you should
remain silent. You should not do anything that would hurt him.
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Hereyou shouldjust takeit for granted that you havelost your
money. What would you do if your money fell inthe ocean?(90)

Quedtioner: If thegovernment imposesabovenorma taxes,
then people will steal, and hide their income to make it more
bearable. Isthat wrong?

Dadashri: Tax isthebestinstrumenttolessengreed. A
greedy personwill not be satisfied evenif he makesfifty million
rupees, hisgreedisnever satisfied even when hedies. Sowhen
heistaxed inthisway, again and again, hisgreed will becurbed a
little, soitisagood thing. Theincometax code of thegovernment
isfair. Isit not? No taxesareimposed on earnings below fifteen
thousand. They grant peopl efifteen thousand, sothat their families
do not have problemsand can enjoy their earnings. Small families
arenot taxed heavily, evenin Africa.

Questioner: Why isit that peoplewhoworshiptheLord
are poor and unhappy?

Dadashri: Thosewho are doing bhakti and worship of
theLord are not necessarily unhappy. Someamongst them may
appear to you that way. It isprecisaly because people havedone
bhakti inther past lifethat they now havethear wedth of bungal ows
and cars. Itisnot possiblefor them to be unhappy becausethey
do bhakti , but their unhappinessinthislifeistheresult of their
karmic account from their past life. The bhakti they donow is
their new account, theresultsof whichwill beredizedintheir next
life. Do you understand?\Whatever they depositedin their account
fromthe pastiswhat they arefacing right now. Theresultsof the
good deeds they perform now are yet to come. Do you
understand? (95)

Questioner: What should one do in order to attain peace
of mind? Should we take care of the needy, the weak and the
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poor or should we pray to god? Or giveto charity?What should
wedo?

Dadashri: If youwant peace of mind thenyou should give
what you haveto others. Tomorrow bring abucket of ice cream
and feed everyone and tell me about the happinessyou fed at the
time. These pigeonsjump with joy even before you throw the
grainsto them and when you throw the grainsto them, you are
giving away something of yours, at thetime observethejoy you
fed within. If apersonfalsdown and breakshislegandisbleeding
and you tear off apieceof your dhoti to make abandagefor him,
youwill fed tremendousjoy within.  (96)

How arethe boysand girlsof today ableto get married?1t
islikethis: parentswill spend more money for the daughters; the
daughtershbring with them account fromtheir past lifewhich makes
the parents savethemoney asidefor them. But thefather proudly
boasts, ‘ In those days| spent seventy thousand rupeesfor my
daughter’smarriage!” Now what hashereally done, wheninthe
first placeit wasthe daughter’smoney that wasin the bank all
adong?Hemerely hasthe* power of attorney’ . What if thedaughter
only brought forward in her account the sum of three thousand
rupees? Hewill remainquiet in her wedding; keep alow profilein
everything, including hisbusiness. The daughter will get married
using only the three thousand because that wasall that she had
brought with her in her account.

Themoney really belongstothechildren. All wedoissave
and deposit themoney inthe bank for them; only the management
of their money isinour hands.(99)

Many peoplesay they will pay back their debtsby hook or
by crook. That issheer egoism. All you haveto doismaintainan
unwavering internal resolvethat you want to return the money
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you borrowed, and you will be ableto do so. | have observed
that people, who take money only after making the decision that
they want torepay it, haveided worldly interactions. Surely there
must be somefirm decision from the very beginning and if an
accident wereto occur afterwards, that isadifferent matter but
theremust be someintentionto beginwith. Everythingisapuzzle,
isit not?(100)

If you ask abusinessman why heistroubled and unhappy,
hewill tell you‘what else ? Hewill tell you he hasto take care of
three businesses at atime. Whether a person has one, two or
three businesses, at the time of death the only thing that will
accompany himwill befour coconutsand dried up onesat that
too! ‘1 have to take care of three shops at atime. Oneisin
Bhuleshwar, onein Fort andinthisthird shop herewesdll cloth'.
But even with three shops, if you look at hisface, it appearsasif
hejust drank some castor oil. Heispreoccupied with hisshops
evenwhen heisdining. Evenin hisdeep heismeasuringthebaes
of clothmaterial. That will be hisbalance sheet at thetimeof his
death. So beware!

How much thought should you giveto your business?You
should think about your businessaslong asyour thoughtsremain
manageable. Themoment they start to get out of control and make
youworry you should stop. Otherwisethey will destroy you and
takeyouto your doom; inyour next lifeyouwill find yoursdf with
four legsand atail! Do you understand? (103)

[3]
TheRight Under standing Of Business

The purpose of being bornin Indiaasahumanisfor the
attainment of liberation. Our livesaremeant solely for thispurpose.
If you maintain only thisasyour goa, then whatever you achieve
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isfine. At least you should have agoal! Thefood you getisfor
thispurpose. Doyou understand?Isyour lifemeant only for making
money? Every living being isin search of happiness. Your lifeis
for the knowledge of how you can attain liberation from all
unhappiness. In this processyou need to search out the path of
liberation. Everything hereisonly for the purpose of attaining
liberation. (106)

Peoplelivefor two reasons. Only arare person livesfor
the Soul. All therest livefor money. Thewholeworld hasbecome
obsessed with money and yet peoplefind no happinessinit! Their
bunga owsremain empty thewholedaylong and they are at their
factories. They havedl thematerid comfortsbut notimeto enjoy
them. One needsto acquire Atma Gnan. How long isoneto
wander blindly?(109)

If someonewereto ask what religion heshould practicein
hisbusiness, | wouldtell him that he should follow thesethree
principles

1) Ethica practice! Theflow of money may increaseor
decrease. Never becomeunethical.

2)  Maintainanobliging nature. If you do not have any
money, at least ask peopleif you can be of any helptothem. You
canrunerrandsfor theminstead. Thisiscaled an obliging nature.

3)  Donoteven harbor adesire of expecting something
in return for what you do for others. The whole world has
expectationsin return for servicesthey render; whether youwish
it or not, youwill berewarded. Thereisawaysareactionto any
action. Your desiresarenothing but actually begging onyour part.
They gotowaste. (108)

Questioner: What should one do to make progress
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towardsthe soul ?

Dadashri: Oneshould maintain an exclusivefoundation of
honesty. Thisfaithissuchthat when onefindshimsalf inadifficult
situation, theinner energy and power (of the Soul) will express.
When heisnot inabind, and thereis plenty of money around,
thereisno scopefor the manifestation of theseinner energiesof
thesoul. Honesty istheonly way. It will not happen with devaotiond
worship of the Lord either. If aperson doesalot of bhakti but
doesnot have honesty ashisdeegpinner intent, thereisno meaning
inwhat hedoes. Hemust have honesty in hisdevotion. With such
abase ahuman will becomeahuman again. Hewill reincarnate
againinto ahuman form. Thosewho cheat and deceive othersor
covet other people’ swealth and wivesareal doomedtotakea
birthintheanima kingdom. No onecan changethis. Their behavior
herenaturaly bindstheir birththere. Intheanimal kingdom, there
isnosuchthingashaving onewife. Every femaebeongstoal the
other animals. Here married men are not supposed to look at
other women lustfully, but thishasbecomeahabit withthem and
sothey will beabletofulfill their desireswhenthey gothereinto
theanimal kingdom. Hewill takethisenjoyment for oneor two
livesthere (asan animal) and then will Straighten up andreturnto
ahumanlife. Theentry into theanima kingdom moldshim sothat
hebecomesfit for ahuman birth again. After entering the human
lifeheneedsto mold further until heisready for liberation. There
isno liberation for the crooked! (109)

Thereisnoproblemif you earnmoney honestly and ethicaly.
You are hurting only yourself if you bring money by dishonest
means. When you diethat money will beleft behind because
naturewill confiscateit. Moreover, inyour next lifeyouwill ill
haveto suffer theinevitable consequences of your actions. (110)

Evenif amandoesnot worship God, aslong asheisethicd,
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itisenough. What isthe point of worshipping God but living a
dishonest life?1t ismeaningless. Even sowecannot makesucha
statement because people may stop worshipping God altogether
andindulgeinincreasing dishonesty. Therewardsaregoodif one
iIshonest and ethical.

In this world happiness is to be found where there is
compl ete ethical adherence. Thereishappinessfor theonewho
maintainsabsol uteethicsin hisevery worldly interaction. Happiness
isalso to befoundin aperson who livesfor othersand serves
others. But thishappinessisworldly in nature; it istemporary and
illusonary. (111)

Display thefollowing statementsprominently in'your shop:

1) Enjoy thepresent - do not worry about what isnot
infront of you.

2)  TheFaultisof thesufferer
3)  Dishonesty isthebest foolishness. (112)

Thereisnothing lackinginthisworld. Inthisworldthereis
everything. Istherenot asaying:

‘ Seka padarthahay jagmahi,
bhaagyaheen nar pavat nahi’
‘Inthisworldthereiseverything
Hewho hasnot thefortunewill acquireit not’

Thereforewhatever you canimagine, you canfindinthis
world but youwill only find thesethingsif you have not created
obstaclesagainst them.

You need to have an unflinching honesty. Godisnot freeto
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lend ahand. Heisnot freeto givehelpto anyone. If your intentions
aresincereand honest thenthey will indeed provefruitful.

Peopleclaim: * God helpsthosewho aretrue’, but it isnot
so. If God hel psthose who aretrue, then what becomes of those
who areuntrue?sGod proneto partidity then? Surdly God must
maintainimpartidity a al times? God doesnot redly helpanyone;
in fact God would not meddle in this way. Happiness is
experienced upon merely remembering God. What isthereason
behind this?Itisbecause Godisthemainthingwithinandthat is
your redl natureand that iswhy you fed happy upon smply taking
Hisname. You reap the benefit of Hisbliss. Otherwise God does
not do anything. He never givesnor takes. And besides, he has
nothing to giveanyway. (113)

Questioner : But how must we conduct businessin our
dalylives?

Dadashri: Youmust never let any inner turmoil (kashaya)
comeforth. Settledl dealingswith equanimity. If you goto collect
money owed to you and the manager of that businesstellsyouto
pay him ten thousand rupees in return for your check of five
hundred thousand rupees, then settlethe matter with equanimity.
Now how much of aprofit marginisthereinyour honest business?
Also out of thefive hundred thousand they oweyou, only two
hundred thousand isyour personal money, therest belongsto
other people. Itisasowrongif these people haveto keep going
back and forth for their money. Soyou shouldtell the manager
that if you paid him ten thousand rupees, you would not be | eft
with much profit. Try to make him understand and if he doesnot
agreeto accept fivethousand, you may even haveto settlewith
himfor ten thousand for your money. Hereyou cannot say * | will
never succumb to bribery. Who doesthismanthink heis? If you
maintainthisattitude, who will answer to the peoplewhose money
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isalsotied up in this? Otherwise those peoplewill curseyou.
Underganddl this, act according towhatever thetimeand Stuation
dictates.

Itisnot acrimeto pay abribe. Butitisacrimeif you do not
know how to adjust to theworldly Situation and crisisthat presents
toyou. A lot of peoplewill remain very stubbornin such matter
and not givein. Andyou may hold ontoyour ethica principlesas
long asyou do not antagonize anyone and you have enough money
inthe bank to cover everything. But what if you stand tolosethe
money inthe bank and others come making their claims? What
would you do then?

Questioner: Yes, you areright.

Dadashree: Inmy business| would instruct my clerksto
pay bribes. Eventhough | conducted my business honestly and
had no intention of stealing, | would tell my workersto pay the
bribes. Giving someonetherun aroundfor hisor her money isnot
right. So go ahead and pay the bribe if you haveto. | do not
consider bribesacrimebut itisacrimenot to pay your clientina
timely manner, who hasprovided you with raw materials.

If you encounter arobber onyour way, would you givehim
the money when he asksfor it or would you refuseit asamatter
of principle?

Questioner: | would haveto give himthemoney.
Dadashree: Why do you givethe money inthat Situation

and not in this? These othersare all robbers of the second kind.
Don't youthink so?(115)

Thesearecivilized robbersand those othersareuncivilized.
You may not have seenthesecivilized robbers. You may not have
even comeintheclutchesof onebut I have comeacrossmany.
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(116)

Questioner: You arenow onthe spiritual path but at the
sametimeyou are still engaged inyour large business, how are
thetwo possible?

Dadashri: Thisisagood question. How can oneeat flour
and smileat thesametime?You say that | claimto do businesson
the one hand and on the other | am walking on aspiritual path.
How arethetwo possible? 1t ispossible. Everything that takes
placeon the outside runsindependently and everything that goes
onwithinisindependent also. Both are separate.

ThisChandubhal stting hereisseparate and the Soul within
isseparate. It ispossiblefor thetwo to remain separate. Both the
entitieshavedifferent properties. Whenwehaveamixtureof gold
and copper, we are ableto separate thetwo, arewe not?

Questioner: Yesweare.

Dadashri: Inthesamemanner the Gnani Purushisableto
separate thetwo. The Gnani can do whatever hewishes. If you
want to separate the two and reap the benefits, then feel freeto
comehere.

And the businesswill continue. But my attention is not
engaged in my businessfor even asecond. That businessonly
carriesmy name. | haveto tend to my businessonceor twiceina
month for afew hours. And | do gothere, but my attentionisnot
focused there. What do you understand by focused attention?If
you go to someone asking for adonation for aschool, although
hemay not beinclined to do so, outwardly he may say yestoyou
for thedonation. Inthe sameway my mindisnot inthebusiness.
Isit not so?

Questioner: Yes.
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Dadashri: In the same way, everything here remains
separate. There arewaysto keep everything separate. The Soul
isseparate and so are the body and the mind..

| havenot kept my chitinmy businessduring my entirelife.
| have done businessand worked for it but | have never had my
chitinit. (118)

Questioner: 1 worry about my business. | encounter lots
of difficulties.

Dadashri: As soon as the worries start, you should
understand that your work would beruined. Thework will not be
ruined if theworriesare not present. Worries are obstructiveto
work. A business can be destroyed because of worries. Itisthe
nature of business to increase and decrease. Anything that
increaseswill eventually decrease. No one can stop thisprocess.

Thisprocessof filling does not affect our trueweslth, the
Self. The Self does not increase or decrease. That ishow pure
theworldly dedingsare. Thispurity isbecause of thisseparation.
Arenot your children and wife partnersin your business?

Questioner: They are my partnersin my happinessand
SOIrow.

Dadashri: You are their guardian so why should the
guardiandonedotheworrying?Besdesthey tel you not toworry
about them.

Questioner : What isthe nature of worries?\Worrieswere
not there when we were born, so wheredid they comefrom?

Dadashri: Asaperson’sintellect increases, sowill his
interna suffering. Wastheintellect therewhenyouwereborn?In
businessit is necessary for you to think but if you go beyond
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thinking, thenit will ruin everything. For that matter, evenfor your
businessyou arefreetothink for ten or fifteen minutesbut if things
go beyond thistime, things become complicated and you go
beyond normdlity. Let go at thistime. Thoughtsabout your business
areinevitable, but when you become one with those thoughts,
thosethoughtswill linger and will divert your attentionandthat is
whenyouwill haveworries. Thiswill causeagrest |oss. (120)

Questioner: What should | do if | decide that | do not
want to engagein artadhyanaor raudradhyana, but if my shopis
going intoalossand I have no choice but to do so?

Dadashri: Itisthebusinessthat isrunning at aloss, not
you. That isthe nature of business; it will giveyou aprofit and
thenaloss. It happens. Onefollowsthe other. The businesswill
continueto show profit andloss. (122)

Let metell youwhat | used to do in my business? When
steamerswerelaunched, therewereall kindsof pujarituals. We
would even call apriest and do a puja of the ship and then |
would whisper inthe steamer’sear, ‘ Youmay sink if you want to,
but that isnot my wish. Thatisnot my wish. That isnot my wish.’
If | did not say this, it would have meant that | wasnot interested
andthenitwould sink for sure. By saying‘ Itisnot my wish', the
wordswould giveeffect andif theshipwereto sink, then | would
know that at least | did speak toit.

Sointhisworld you haveto make adjustmentseverywhere,
inorder to accomplish anything. The nature of themindissuch
that if it doesnot get what it wants, it becomesdepressed. That is
why we haveto resort to different tactics. Thenif that steamer
wereto sinks after afew months, | would make an adjustment
that at least it lasted six months. Business meanssink or swim.
Palaces of expectationsarelikeahouseof cards. They will bring
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disappointment. Itisvery difficult to remain unattached - vitarag
intheworldly life. Itisbecausel havetheskill of knowledgeand
theskill of intellect that | am ableto remainvitarag. (123)

Oncel incurred alossin our business. Thiswasbeforel
attained Sdf-redization. At that timel was so anxiety-riddenthat
| could not deep at night. Theanswer to my problemseventua ly
came from within. | asked myself who else besides me was
worrying about thisloss?| felt that | was probably the only one
doing so. My partner may not havebeenworrying at al; | must
betheonly one. Thewivesand children were also partners but
they were unaware of thisloss. Despitethefact that they were
unawareof theloss, their livesweretill going on. | wastheonly
senselessoneworrying about it! When | realized thisl cameto
my senses. Theworrying stopped. (126)

Why areyou stuck inthe same corner aseveryone else?
You should walk inthe opposite direction from everyone el se.
Peoplewill ask for profit, youshould say ‘ L et therebealoss ; the
onewho looksfor alosswill never havetoworry. Theoneswho
arelookingfor aprofit will dwayshaveworriesbut not the ones
looking for aloss. This| guaranteeyou.

When people set up abusinessthey look for profit. They
will say weareguaranteed aprofit of twenty-four thousandinthis
project. Now when they forecast thesefigures, they do not take
into account changesin circumstances. They never deduct the
lossesfrom such events.

| have been acontractor al my lifeand havebeeninvolved
inall kindsof contracts. Amongst such contracts, we haveeven
builtjettiesinthesea. Let mete | youwnhat | usedtodoin beginning.
Wherever therewas a scope of making aprofit of five hundred
thousand rupees, | used to say to myself that it would enough
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evenif wemadeaprofit of one hundred thousand rupees. Inthe
end even if we had enough to pay taxes and the daily expenses
and broke even, that would be adequate profit. The profit would
be of around three hundred thousand. Thiswould keep the mind
satisfied and content because we made way more profit than was
expected. Here people expect aprofit of forty thousand and get
only twenty. Surely they are bound to be unhappy! (128)

All businesseshave two sons, one'snameisprofit andthe
other’s name is loss. No one likes the son named loss, but
neverthel essboth will bethere. They will dwaysbeborn. If your
businessisexperiencing aloss, doesthat happen during the day
or night?(129)

Questioner: It can occur both at night and during the day.

Dadashr ee: But shouldn’t aloss only occur during the
day?If alossalso occursat night, how canit occur whileweare
adeep?Thisprovesthatitisrealy not under our control, otherwise
why wouldthelossoccur at night and for that matter how canyou
make aprofit at night? Do you not incur aloss even when you
work hard?

Youmay putinalot of hardwork in businessor looking for
ajobandyou keep your eyeon everything fromall directionsand
gtill if you get nothing inreturn, you haveto understand that your
circumstancesare not favorable. Now in such circumstances, if
you wereto push yourself alittle harder, youwill incur evena
greater |oss. Instead you should concentrate on doing something
for your soul. It isbecause you have neglected to do soin your
pedt lifethat you arefacing such difficultiesinthislife. Itisadifferent
matter if you have already attained Self-redlization, but eventhe
peoplewho do not havethis Gnan eventudly leave everything up
to God, do they not? What do they do?* Whatever God doesis
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correct’, they say. And if aperson wereto assessthe situation
and look for answersthrough hisintellect, heis bound to get
nowhere.

People set out to make aliving when their circumstances
arenot favorable. They shouldinstead engagein bhakti (worship)
during such times. You should do bhakti, work towards the
salvation of your soul, stay in satsang etc. It doesnot matter if you
cannot afford to buy vegetables; at |east you haveenough grains
for ameal. You will earn only if your circumstances areright
otherwise peoplemakealossin alucrative businessand aprofit
inan unproductive one. It all dependsonyour circumstances.

Profit or loss, neither isunder your control. Just go along
with al these natural adjustments. What happensif youmakea
profit of onemillionandimmediately loosehdf amillion? Assuch
people cannot eventolerateal ossof onehundred thousand. They
cry and worry and someeven go mad! | have seen many such
peoplewho have gone mad. (131)

Questioner: Inorder to attract customers, | open my shop
early and closeitlate, isthiscorrect?

Dadashri: Who are you to attract the customers? You
should open your shop at the sametime other shopkeepersdo.
Anditisasowrongfor youto openyour shop at nine-thirty when
other shopkeepers open theirsat seven thirty. Close your shop
when othersclosetheirs. What doestheworldly law dictate? It
saysyou should observewnhat othersdo. Go to deep when others
do. What nonsenseif you make aracket at two inthemorning
when everyoneisadegp? Thisislikeworrying about how you are
goingtodigest your food, after youfinisheating! You get theresult
of that inthemorning don’t you? It isthe samewith businessal so.
(124)
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Itslikethis: if aperson’schit doesnot wander to hisfactory
when heishaving hismeal, then hisfactory isfine, but if hischit
wandersthere, then of what useisthat factory? Such factories
will make you have aheart attack. So you have to understand
what isnormal. If aperson hasto managethreework shiftsand
heisnewly married, what will happenif he doesnot havetimeto
see hisbride? Arethosethree work shiftsappropriate? He has
brought home a new bride; surely he hasto keep her mind at
peace. When hegoeshomehiswifewill complainthat she never
seeshimand that he does not even havetimeto talk with her. So
thisisnot fair or proper, isit? Everything should befair and proper
inthisworld.

You must agree and concedeto issuesrelated tothefamily
businessin order to avoid clashes at home with other family
members. Say, ‘yes, yes . Let what is running keep running
smoothly, do not obstruct it. But everyoneshould collectively come
to adecision: for exampledecide onafind amount say oneanda
half million rupees, beyond which no one wants any more.
Everyoneinthefamily should be present in thisdecision making
process.

Questioner: No onewill agreein such matters Dada.
Dadashri: Thenitisof no use. Everyoneonemust agree.

You may even runfour work shifts. If you do, will it grant
you an extensionto livetwo hundred years more? (133)

Questioner : How much should we expand our business?

Dadashri: You can expand your businesstothepoint where
you can deegp soundly. You may even expand to the point where
you areableto removeit fromyour mind whenyou want to deep.
You should notinvitetrouble, whichisunnecessary. (134)



50 Science of Money

Isthere not arelationship with the shopkeeper and the
customer?Doesthat rel ationship end when the shopkeeper closes
hisshop?No it doesnot. The customer will remember how the
shopkeeper treated him. Hewill remember if the shopkeeper sold
him bad merchandise. Peoplewill alwaysremember and bind
revenge, so evenif you closeyour businessinthislife, they will
not leaveyou aloneinyour next life. They will not rest until they
have avenged themselves. Thisisthelaw of hurt and revenge.
That iswhy the L ord has said to becomefreefrom vengeance by
any meansthat you can.

Oncean acquai ntance of mineborrowed somemoney from
me. He never came back to return the money he borrowed. |
understood then that thiswas because of some unsettled account
frompast life. | told himthat hedid not haveto return the money
andthat hewasfreetokeepit. If you areableto break therecurring
cycleof vengeanceby | etting go of your money, do so. Break the
vengeance by whatever way you can otherwiseeven oneperson’s
vengeancewill lead to your wandering lifeafter life. (125)

Evenif hundreds of thousands of rupeeswere at stake, |
would let it be. Because that money isbound to go and | am
bound to remain. Whatever thesituation, | will not let any kashay
take place. What remainsto be said evenif you looseahundred
thousand rupees? At least | am dtill hereandtherest isdispensable.
(134)

| separate everything—if thebusinesswasrunninginaloss,
| would say, ‘ The business has suffered aloss'. We are not the
owner of profit and loss so why should wetake on the burden of
profit andloss?Profit or lossdoesnot touch us. If for somereason
thereisalossinthebusinessand theincometax hastobepaid, |
wouldtell thebusiness, ' Business, if you have anything to pay the
taxesoff with, do so. You arethe onewho hasto fulfill this'.

Science of Money 51

If someonewereto ask me, ‘Haveyouincurred alossthis
year? | would say ‘No, | have not had aloss, thebusinesshas'.
Andif therewasaprofit | would say, ‘ The business made the
profit.” | do not have profit or 10ss.(135)

Questioner: Certain things do not bother us much but
sometimeswhen we expect to makeaprofitinour salesandend
up makingaloss, it keepsgnawing at us.

Dadaghri: You should deposit such lossesthemoment they
occur inyour ‘ account of losses' and by making anentry of thisin
your booksasaloan paid off, you can clear your accounts. You
have many opinionsahead of timethat you will makeacertain
amount of profit but you end up making alosssoyou havetotell
yoursdlf that itisdl vyavasthit. If you aretoincur additional |oss,
itwill happenif itisinyour vyavasthit. Sothese profitsand losses
arenotinyour control. Youwill incur aprofit evenif you say you
do not want it. You may say you aretired of al theprofitsand that
you do not want any profitsany more but even then you will not
beableto stopit. Evenwhenyou say no, therewill beapressure
of both profit and losses. So do not keep an account of your
profitsand losses.

If some businessman pressuresmeandinsiststhat | visit
Calcuttaby plane despite my objection, what would | do?He
remainsabsol utely adamant. For such situationsyou cannot keep
accounts. You haveto go and spend themoney for theairfareand
other items. Never keep accountsfor money that comesand goes.
Ontheday you incur someloss, deposit that money into your
account of lossesand offset it withthe positiveincomeinthevirtua
trust account. It doesnot exist but it isthere within your mind.
You still have a balance on the books. These books are not
permanent. Do people not destroy these books after afew years?
Wouldthey destroy themif they werered ? Theseared| solutions
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to keep your mind at peace. The day you incur aloss of one
hundred andfifty rupeesdeduct if fromtheearningsof fivehundred
that you haveinthevirtual account, so you will beleft withthe
sum of three hundred fifty. Thereforeinstead of seeing anegétive
figure(loss) of onehundredfifty, you seeapostivefigureof three
hundred fifty. Thisishow theworldis—Theworldisnot precise,
itisapproximate. A principlewould be precise and exact. But
thisworld iscapriciouswhereasthe account of liberationisan
absolute and exact principle. (136)

What doyou call equanimity? Equanimity doessay that the
profitisthesameasloss. Equanimity isto remain unaffected when
youredlizealossinstead of aprofit, and also aprofit whereyou
expected profit. It is where you do not become elevated or
depressed. Itistoriseabovetheduality. (137)

If people asked me how my businesswasdoing, | would
tell themwhether it wasmaking alossor evenaprofit. Generdly
| would not discussmy business. If someone asksmewhether my
businesswasmaking aloss, | wouldtell himif it weretrue. My
partner has never questioned mewhy | tell everyone about the
business. It would bebetter totell thetruth becauseit would prevent
people extending loans to us, and thiswould help reduce our
liability. Onthe contrary peopletdl me*Why doyousayitoutin
theopen?They will not lend you any money’. But that would only
increase our debtsinstead. Why not say it asitis?

If your businessmade aloss, tell thisopenly to the other
person. Theother personwill say aprayer onyour behalf and it
will makeyou fed better by discussing it with someone. If you
keepittoyoursdf, the burden will betoo heavy to bear.

Whatever worriesyou are faced with, just takethemin
your stride. Before Gnan | used to have alot of worrieswhen |
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wasdoing business. Only under such circumstanceswill sucha
Gnan manifest. | handed out sweetsto everyone even when my
childrendied.

When | experienced sudden difficultiesin thebusiness, |
never used to discussthem. When Hirabafound out shewould
ask me how much of alosswehad incurred. | would tell her we
did not incur any loss. Infact | would offer her some money and
tell her that it wasthe money the business had made. And when
Hirabawould insist that people were saying the businesswas
running at aloss, | wouldinsist that it was not so and that in fact
we had moreincome but that shewasto keep thisasecret.

When my businessexperienced aloss, it affected so many
peopl e that they would come to me asking how much we had
lost. | would tell them that we did have aloss but now al of a
sudden wejust made aprofit of one hundred thousand rupees!
Thiswould pacify the other person. (138)

| would analyze all experiences. | never worried about
money inthebusiness. Thereisno onemorefoolishthantheone
whoworriesabout money inhisbus ness. Money isdready written
inyour destiny. Do losses not incur even when you do not worry
about them?(139)

If you have dishonest employeeswho are stealing money
from your busi ness, you should understand that your money isnot
honest money and that iswhy you have encountered such people.
How would you otherwise comeacross such dishonest people?|
too had experienced thissituation oncewhen all | came across
were people who were crooked. That iswhen | decided that |
did not want any part of this.

A good businessisonethat doesnot involveany violence
or aggression againgt other living entities. Somegrain vendorsmix
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their good quality grainwith aninferior quality. When aperson
resortsto such practices, hewill regressintoananima lifeformin
hisnext life. Onemust do busi nesshonestly otherwise dishonesty
will creepin. (144)

Inyour businessyouwill makeaprofit of $66,616 whether
you do business honestly or dishonestly. So then how do you
want to conduct your business? (145)

Youjust haveto makean effortinyour businessand scientific
circumgtantia evidences (vyavasthit) will automatically organize
everything. However, you still have to makethe effort and not
becomelazy. God hassaid that everythingisvyavasthit. Whether
you make athousand or ahundred thousand, your cunningness
and deceit will not increaseyour profit by asingle penny. Onthe
contrary your cheating will bind new accountsfor next life.(147)

Questioner: If the person we are dealing with is being
cunning, should wenot do thesamein return? That iswhat people
do nowadays!

Dadashri: Thisisprecisely how thedisease of cunningness
setsin. But the person who hasthe knowledge of vyavasthit, he
will remain absolutely cam. If apersonisbeing cunningwhen he
dealswithyou, quietly find your way out the back door, but do
not resort to the same cunning ways. (148)

What | antryingto say istha doyou havetoworry whether
you will have water to bathe or amattressto sleep on? In the
sameway money will betherefor youwithout your givingit much
thought. (149)

Thereisno need for you to keep aninner intent (bhavana)
to earn money. L et your effortscontinue, however. What happens
whenyou haveinner intents?If | grab themoney for mysdf, there
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will be noneleft for the other person. L et whatever quotashave
been assigned to people naturally, be. So then what istheusein
keepinganinner intent? Thatiswhat | amtryingto say. Doingthis
will prevent many people binding demerit karma. That iswhat |
amsaying.

Thereistremendous essencein thissingle sentence, but
only if youunderstandit. Itisnot mandatory that peopletakethis
Gnan of mine. If aperson hasnot taken this Gnan but understands
that everythingisvery precisely allocated and nothing occurs
outside of one'saccount, it isenough. Would you not otherwise
understand if you experience aloss even when you areworking
very hard? Because hard work is hard work, you ought to be
rewarded for it, but do you not also experience alosseven when
youwork hard? Theaccount of lifeafter lifeisvery preciseand
exact.

Theonly objectionisinyour entertaining aninner intent
towardsmoney, nothingelse. | do not haveany objectiontowards
any of your other actions. Peoplewill read thisbut they are not
ableto understand. They will read everything here but the essence
withinthissentenceisvery profound. (150)

Aslong asyou are not familiar with what iswrong and
dishonest, it will enter your business.

Questioner : But even whenweknow what isright inthe
business, we are not ableto say so.

Dadashri: That showsthat theworldly dealingsare not
under our control, but our inner intent is. To plant aseedisinour
control, to reap the harvest isnot. If you do something wrong,
your internal intent should be, ‘ thisshould not be so’.(150)

A trueboss never hasto utter aword. If aboss scolds, we
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haveto assumethat heisan assistant and not the owner of the
company. A true bosswould never haveafrown on hisface. He
would create an agency that would take care of the scol ding but
he would never reprimand. Such a boss would help both the
disputing partiesto arrive at acompromise. Hewould concede
that both the partiesare correct fromtheir perspectives, hewould
bring about aresol ution inthismanner. (155)

Therewasabig economic dumpin 1930. During thistime
of scarcity, wealthy businessmen ‘ sucked’ the‘blood’ of their
workers and now during times of prosperity, the workers are
sucking themaster’sblood. Suchistheruleof thisworld. During
times of depression, the master preyson theworkersand during
times of prosperity, the workers prey on the master. Both will
take turn against each other. That iswhy when these masters
complain about theworkers, | tell themthat in 1930, they did not
gpareany of theworkersand that iswhy these workerswill not
sparethem. If you do not makeit apractice of preying on your
workers, you will not encounter anyonewho will prey onyou.
Eveninthistimeof kaliyug, youwill not encounter anyonewho
will doyouwrong.

Even within your own homeif you try to dominate and
oppressyour wifewhenthetimesaregood, shewill dothesame
when thetimesare bad. So alwayskeep your days of feast and
faminethesame. If youlivewith honor and dignity, everything will
run smooth for you.

This world has never been without justice, even for a
moment. Only justice prevailsfrom onemoment to another. This
worldisnot abletotolerateinjustice, evenfor amoment. Whatever
injusticeistaking placeisjudticeitsdf in action. (156)

Questioner: | have incurred a tremendous loss in my
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business. What should | do? Should | closethebusinessand start
another?| havealot of debts.

Dadashri: Lossesincurred in a cotton trade cannot be
recouped inagrocery trade. Lossesincurred in abusinesscan
only be recouped from the same business and not through
employment. Would you be ableto recover |osses of contract
businessfrom abeetle nut shop? Wounds can only heal inthe
tradeinwhich they wereincurred, theremedy only liesin the
sametrade.

You haveto maintain only theintent that you do not want to
hurt anyoneinthedightest degree. You should keep your inner
intent purethat you want to clear all your debts. Money isthe
eleventhlifeenergy, therefore do not retain anyone el se’ smoney.
Thereisno problem if someone el se hasyour money, but your
goal should only bethat you want to pay back every dime. First
keep thisgoal inyour awareness. (157)

Questioner: What isthe reason behind peopl €' sintents
becoming bad?

Dadashri: When bad thingsareto happenin hisfuture, he
will becompelled fromwithin: * Go ahead and do what you want,
don’t worry about the consequences . Thishappensbecausehis
fateisdestined to turn bad. Coming events cast their shadows
beforehand.

Questioner: Butisheableto prevent or stopit?

Dadashri: Yes, heisableto stop it. If he has acquired
Gnan, thenhewill beguided fromwithinto repent hisill thoughts.
Hewill beguided to maintain aninner intent of ‘ thingsshould not
bethisway’ . Inthismanner, heisableto stopit. Hisill thoughts
comebecause of hispast knowledge, but today’ sknowledgetells
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him that thisisnot theright thing to do. Then heisableto turn
thingsaround. Do you understand? Arethingsbecoming clearer?
(158)

Itisnot just for hundredsof thousandsof rupeesthat people
spail thelr inner intent; dasthey spail it evenfor twenty-fiverupees
Theproblemisnot with himwantingtoenjoy himsdlf, butitiswith
the knowledge he has acquired which tellshim: *Why do you
want to giveit away?Why not keep it and enjoy it for yourself?
Wewill worry about therest later on’. Thisisthewrong knowledge
that hehasacquired.

That iswhy | tell anyonethat comesherethat heor shecan
engageinwhatever businessthey want to, but they must keep a
pureinner intent of wanting to pay off al their debts. Besideswho
does not like money? Tell methis, who does not like money?
Everyonelikesmoney. Thereforeyou should never haveaninner
intent that the other person losseshismoney. Keep theintent of : |
want to pay off my debt, no matter what happens. Keep sucha
decisonfromthevery start. Thisisthe most important thing. I
you becomeinsolvent in other matters, itisfine, but you should
not becomeinsolvent where money isconcerned, because money
causessuffering. Money iscaled theeleventh lifeenergy soyou
can never deprive anyone of hisor her money. Thisisthemain
point. (159)

Questioner: What happensif aperson diesleaving behind
adebt?

Dadashri: A person may dieleaving behind adebt, but
fromwithin hemust haveonly onebdli€f till thevery end: * | want
toreturnthemoney. Not only inthislife, but dsointhenextlifel
must repay themoney.’ If aperson maintainssuchintent, thenhe
will not have any problems. Thereare many whowill ask, ‘Why
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do you want to take and give? Who isgoing to question you up
there? Thenhiscasewill bethat.

Still the principleisthat he can borrow money only if hehas
theintention of payingit back. After that he should resolve every
four daysthat hewantsto return that money as soon aspossible.
If you have such anintention then you will be ableto repay the
money, otherwise God only knows! (160)

If you have borrowed money from someone and if your
inner intent remainspure, then know that youwill beabletoreturn
that money and you don’t haveto worry about it. All you haveto
beaware of iswhether or not your inner intent remainspure. You
candsotell fromtheintent of the person who hasborrowed from
you. If hisintent doesnot remain pure, then you should know that
you aregoing tolosethat money.

Your inner intent must be pure. Your inner intent means
what you are ableto do asyour ownright. Pureintentis’If | had
all themoney | owe, | would repay it today’ . In your intent you
should maintain only that you want to returnthemoney assoon as
possible.

Questioner: If apersonisnot ableto fulfill hisdebt and
filesfor bankruptcy, will he haveto repay hisdebt in hisnext life?

Dadashri: Hewill not be ableto seemoney again. Money
will not eventouch hishand! Our laws state that you should not
spoil your intent when it comesto returning money you have
borrowed. Then only money will return your way again andyou
will beabletofulfill your debts. No matter how much money you
have, ultimately it will not comewith you so get your spiritual
work done. You will not encounter the path to liberation again.
The path of liberation will not return for another eighty-one
thousand years. Thisisthefinal ‘ stand’ ; thereisnothing ahead.
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Thedebt isnot about money inthisworld. It isthe debt of
previouslife sattachment and abhorrence. If it wasmoney that
wastherea debt, thenwould | not tell you, ‘ Pay off thedebt in
full otherwiseyouwill not be set free' . Instead | tell youto settle
your debtswith people, with equanimity; settleal matterswith
equanimity, evenif it meansthat you haveto pay the other person
inorder to do so. Having done so, ask the other personif heis
happy with the settlement, and if he saysheis, thenthematter has
been settled with equanimity.

Wherever you have indulged attachment and abhorrence,
these attachmentsand abhorrence will meet you again. Youwill
haveto settlethese accountsby al means. Thisentirelifeismeant
for settling dl your accounts. Everything frombirthto deathinthis
lifeismandatory.

A creditor kept harassing one man. That man who was
being harassed cameto me and told methat the collector would
shout alot of abuseat him. | told the man that he should call me
thenext timethe collector called on him. Theman sent hisyoung
sonto call mewhen the collector cameto hishouse. | wentto his
houseand sat outsidelistening to the collector. Hewascdling the
man all kinds of names. | then entered the home and asked the
collector if hewasthe collector and hereplied that hewas. | told
him that he and the other man had acontract between them; the
man was going to return the money and hewasgoing to accept i,
but the abusehewas hurling at themanwasnot part of the contract.
It wasan extraitem. Thisextraitem had aprice. | told himthat he
would be charged forty rupeesfor every abusive sentence he
uttered. The contract did not include the provisionfor abuse, and
hewas breaking the contract. When we say it likethis, they will
be sureto behave and not becomeabusive. | say thingswith such
intengity that the other personwill stop swearing and cursing and
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straighten up. Thisisfor hisbenefit. (163)

If aperson doesnot return thetwo hundred andfifty dollars
you had given him, and that money isgone, whosefaultisit? The
faultisyours. Thefaultisof thesufferer! Youwill beableto practice
truereligion through thisknowledge, and you will stop blaming
others, and your kashayas (anger, pride, attachment and greed)
will cometo an end. That iswhy the sentence ‘ Fault is of the
sufferer’, iscapable of liberating you completely. Thissentence
hascomeforth exactly. (164)

Questioner : Beforethis Gnan manifested withinyou, you
must have been prepared and ready.

Dadashri: Nothing of the sort! | did not know anything
and that iswhy | failed my metric examination. Onething | did
noticewasthat my strength of character wasvery high but even
then | committed dishonest acts. | used to go with other boysto
egt berries, which grew in peopl€ sfarms. I sthat not stealing when
you take the mangosand fruitsfrom other peopl€e strees? When
| wasyoung | used to go with other boysto eat mangos. | too
used to eat the mangos, but | would not take any homewithme.
All I know isthat my character wasnoble.

Fromthetimel started doing business, | do not recall that
| have ever thought about my self and the business. For methe
businessranonit’sown. But if you wereto cometome, | would
inquire after your business, | would ask whether you have any
problemsinyour business. | would help you with your problems.
If some other person wereto cometo me, | would ask himthe
same. So | wasawaysinvolvedin other people€ sproblems. This
iswhat | had donedl my life. | havenot doneany businessat dl,
except | do know how to do everything. If aperson werehaving
problemsand getting confused with no solution even after severd
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months, | would find asolutionfor himwithinjust oneday.

| could not tolerate anyone' ssuffering. If someonehad a
hard timefinding ajob, | would writeletters of recommendation
to people | would not ordinarily speak to, but when it cameto
helping peoplel would addresstheminmy lettersas‘ Dear elder
brother’! Oneway or another | would find solutionsto hel p peaple.
(165)

When | wasdoing business, | had one understanding with
my partner. During thetimethat | wasworking, only that amount
of money that | would legitimately earn asasalary would be sent
home. Nothing more. Therefore that money would be purefor
sure. Therest of the money stayed in the business. My partner
asked mewhat wewereto do with theretained money. | toldhim
that if ever the income tax office demanded a payment for
something, he should take the money from the businessand make
the payment, and not send any lettersfrom the tax department to
me. (168)

Questioner: If someone owesusmoney and doesnot pay
it back when heissupposed to, doweaccept it ashaving fulfilled
our past life debt and be content with the situation?

Dadashri: Not likethat. If that personisrich and honorable
then you should pursue the matter but if heis poor then don’t
maketheeffort to collect.

Questioner: Should | maketheeffort to collect or just Sit
at homeand assumethat if heisgoingto returnthe money, hewill
do so on hisown accord and if hedoesnot then do | assumethat
my past debt has been cleared?

Dadashri: No, nodon’t assume so much. You haveto make
the necessary efforts. You cantell him: ‘At themoment | ama
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little short of cash, if you have the money, can you please make
arrangementsto send it tome? Speak to him with respect and
discretion and if the money doesnot comethen understand that
you have settled some past account with him. But if you don’t
even maketheeffort, hewill takeyou for afool and hewill goon
thewrong track.

Everythinginthisworldisapuzzleandinthispuzzleman
getsso much beating life after lifeand is beaten to death after
death. He hastaken thisbeating for countlesslives but when the
time comes for him to escape this cycle, he does not take the
opportunity. Then the opportunity does not comeagain. Only a
liberated person can liberate others; what can apersonwhois
bound, dofor you?Only theliberated oneisworthy. The moment
thethought occursto you: ‘What' sgoing to happen if hedoesnot
return my money? your mind will start to becomeweaker. The
element of suspicionisintroduced. Onceyou lend money, just
decidethat you havefolded all that money in abundle of black
cloth and thrown it in the ocean. What hopes do you have of
retrieving something onceyouthrow it inthe ocean? Givewithout
any expectationsof any kind otherwisedo not give. (176)

Inthisworldtherewill awaysbeinteractionsof giveand
take. So, if you lend money to people, sometimes somewill not
return the money, but you cannot be preoccupied and agitated
over whether the money will be returned or not. If you do so,
wherewill it end?

| wasinasimilar situation once, but | never worried about
whether that money would bereturned. | did however remind
that person from timeto timethat he owed me some money. A
mean had borrowed five hundred rupeesfrom me. Therewasneither
arecord nor apromissory notefor thistransaction. | had forgotten
al about it until I encountered that man ayear and half later. |
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asked himif he could return the money and he asked me, “What
money?’ | said, “ Themoney that you borrowed fromme.” He
said, “When did you loan methe money? On the contrary, | am
the onewho loaned you the money and you are the onewho has
forgotten”. | immediately understood the situation. | told himthat
| did remember and asked him to come home the next day to
collect it. | gavehimthemoney thenext day. Thisincident actualy
happened to me. What can one do if such aman wereto come
pestering for money?

How isanyoneto deal withaworld likethis? If youwere
to bundleup somemoney inablack clothand throw it inthesea,
isit not foolishtothink that youwill getit back?1f apersonreturns
themoney toyou, you shouldinvite himfor teaand thank himfor
hisgraciousnessin returning themoney. You cansay tohimthat it
isindeed awonder that heisreturning the money becauseinthis
age of Kaliyug money doesnot come back. Thefact that heis
returning what he owed ismorethan enough; do you understand?
Thisiswhat theworldislike. Thereissufferinginreturning the
money and suffering intaking it back. Who can be happy inthis?
What ismore, itisal vyavasthit. Itisvyavasthit when aperson
doesnot return themoney and it isal so vyavasthit when you lose
doubletheamount. (176)

Questioner: Why did you pay that man another five
hundred rupees?

Dadashri: | did not want to have another situation with
that person againin my futurelife. Theawareness| had when he
demanded the money he owed me, wasthat | was onthewrong
track.

During theyears 1942 to 1944, when | had enough money,
many peopleborrowed money fromme. Thenin 1945 & theage
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of 37, | decided that | wanted to pursuethe path of liberation. |
decided that | would not collect on the money that was owed to
me, because if people wereto pay me back part of what they
owed, they may returnfor somemoreand my dedingswiththem
would never cometoanend. If | triedto collect thefive thousand
that was owed to me, that person would come to borrow ten
thousand. Instead | would be better to leave the five thousand
withhim. Heinturnmight think it would better if I never bumped
into him. If he saw mein the street, hewould crossover to the
other side, so | understood. | wanted to be free from al these
people, and these peopleinturn set mefree. (177)

What isthe natural law? The natural law is: Whatever
happensisjustice. Do not look for justice. If you look for justice,
youwill haveto hirean attorney and go to court. Instead accept
whatever happensasjustice. If you want to beliberated, you will
haveto accept thisprincipleand if you want to wander life after
life, then you should seek justice through the courts of law. When
you beginto accept natural justice, you will becomefreeandif
you seek justicein acourt of law, you become bound. (179)

You go thriceto collect your money and the person who
owesyouisnot to befound. Thenwhenyoufinally meet him, he
frownsand mistreatsyou. Thispath issuch that you will not have
to chase anyoneto collect your money and on the contrary hewill
come to your home to return it. When after making several
attemptsto collect your money, you arefinally promised that you
will haveyour money by theend of themonth, at that timeif there
isnoreactiononyour part (your internal stateisin equanimity),
then that money will cometo your home. But you havereactions,
do you not? Doesyour interna state not change? Fromwithin
youfed: ‘ Thispersonissensdaess, heisaworthless, hemakesme
runaround’ Do you not feel thisway? So when you go back to
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him, he cursesyou. It isbecause of changesinyour interna state
that the other person treatsyou inthismanner.

Questioner: Doesthat mean weareresponsiblefor their
ill behavior?

Dadashri: We have spoilt everything of ourselves. We
ourselves have created whatever obstaclesweface. The other
personisnot responsibleat all. So how canwerectify this?No
matter how much suffering the personyou arededing with subjects
you to, you should not have asingle negative thought about him.
Thisisthe solution for making him comearound. By doing this,
everything becomes better for you and for the other person. The
peopleof thisworldwill have negativethoughts. Thatiswhy | am
telling you to dedl with every stuationinlifewith equanimity. By
equanimity it meansthat you should not have any negetivethoughts
about the other person. (185)

Whenyou aretrying to collect fromyour debtor and heis
not ableto pay you because he hasno money, then you should
not be persistent. Hewill bind vengeance against you and should
hetakebirth asaghostinthecdestia world, hewill harassyouto
no end. How isthe poor man at fault when heisnot giving you the
money because he hasnone? Do othershave themoney but refuse
togive?

Questioner: What should wedo if hedoesnot returnthe
money even when he hasit?

Dadashri: What canyou do even then? Themost you can
doisfileaclaminthecourt. If you beat him up, thepolicewill
arrest you.

Itisbestif you do not takethe matter to the courts. A wise
manwill not do so, hispremisewouldbe: ‘ If themoney ismine, it
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will cometo meotherwiseitwill not’, but hewould not invitesuch
demonsunnecessarily. Otherwisethese demonswill harassyou
for no reason. Some peoplecall their debtorsall kinds of names
even beforethelr casegoestotrial. They will say: “ Youimbecile,
you haveno sense.” Tothesepeoplel ask, ‘and you havealot of
sense? Thisisapersonyou arereferring to, not adonkey. How
canyou speak inthismanner? (186)

Say aperson borrows money from you but does not pay
you back and you areunableto collect it legally because of statute
of limitations. Now that person may escapethelega consequences
of theworldly law, but hewill not escapethe consequencesof the
nature slaw. Asfar asthelaw of natureisconcerned, peopleare
madeto pay back thesumwithinterest. A person may not have
any recourse under theworldly law but under nature’ slaw hewill
be paid back with interest. Thereforeif someoneisnot paying
you back the three hundred rupees he borrowed from you, you
should at |east make the attempt to collect it. Why should you do
this? Becauseif thispersonisnot paying you back eventhethree
hundred, just think about theinterest naturewill assessonthis
amount. Andinamatter of one hundred to two hundred years,
how largewill thisamount become? Thereforeyou should try to
collect the money from him so that he would not be subject to
such severe consequences. But if heingistson not paying you and
putshimself inthispredicament, then you are not responsiblefor
it.

Questioner: What isnature’ sinterest rate?

Dadashri: Thenatura interest isone percent per yedr. Itis
onerupeefor every onehundred. Onerupee! If hedoesnot pay
you back your three hundred rupees, it isfine. You should not
haveany hard fedlings. Just maintain acordial relationship with
him; even play cardswith him becauseyou are not going to lose
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anything. Natureisso preciseand exact that even if someonehas
stolenasinglestrand of hair fromyou, it will comeback. Nature
isabsolutely correct, dl theway down to the sub-atomic particles.
Sothereisno need for you toretain alawyer. Neither should you
be afraid of being robbed. People read about incidentsin the
newspaper about day light robbery whereawomanispulled out
from her car and robbed of all the gold she was wearing, or
someone was beaten and the robbersran off with al hismoney.
People start toworry whether they should wear their goldjewelry.
Do not worry. Evenif you go around wearing precious gems
worthmillionsof rupees, no onewill touchyou, if itisnot inyour
account. Thisworldislikethat, anditiscorrect. Youwill beaffected
only if youarekarmicliability. That iswhy | antelling you that
you have no superior over you. Thereforedon’t worry, become
fearless. (188)

Inyour business, do not take anything that isnot yoursand
on the day you end up doing so, therewill be noworthinyour
business. God doesnot meddleinthis. Inyour businesstheonly
two thingsthat will help you areyour skillsand your honesty and
ethics. If you areunethical, youwill prosper for ayear or two but
after that you will incur aloss. If you happen to do something
wrong, you will still becomefree of any liability aslong asyou
repent for your actions. Ethicsisthe essence of worldly dealings.
If youareethica but do not havealot of money, youwill till have
peace of mind and if you are unethical but havealot of money,
youwill gtill have miseries. Religion without honesty and ethicsis
noreligion. Ethicsisthefoundation of religion. (189)

Itislikethis. Becompletely ethical if you areableto be so.
If not, then at least make adecision to be ethical at |east three
timesaday. Thefourthtimeyou may let go and beunethical. Itis
still ethical to be unethical aslong asyou set alimit. Maintain
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honesty inyour dishonesty. Asarepresentativeof thevitarag Lords,
| amtelling you that aslong asyou askeep your dishonesty in
control, inthe bounds of disciplined limits, you areethica. This
disciplinewill takeyou to moksha. | am not concerned whether
you are honest or dishonest, but keep adisciplineand limit over
what you do. Thewholeworld has pounded everyoneintheir
worldly interaction with the guilt of ‘thou shall not’ and | amthe
only onewhoissaying, ‘ go ahead, do not worry, be unethical, but
dosetalimitand stick tothediscipline. Youwill not beresponsible
fromthenon’. Of coursetheideal thingisto remain honest and
ethical. (190)

| am saying that beunethica if you cannot avoiditbut doit
withinlimits. Resolvethat you want to be unethical to acertain
degreeand no more. | will taketen rupeesunethically every day
inmy business. If any morethanthissum, say fivehundred comes
my way, | will not touchit. (191)

Thissentenceof mineisvery profound. If apersonwereto
understand this, hiswork isdone! God too will be happy with
him: Hewantsto grazein someone el se’spasture, but hedoesso
withinlimits Otherwisewhereisthelimit when peoplestart grazing
insomeone e se’spasture?

Doyou understand thisrule? Practicethe principleof limits
indishonesty, doyou?What | am sayingis, ‘ If you are short of
money all the time but you do not want to accept bribes, how
long can you go on fighting the matter? Furthermore, youinvite
more problemswhen you borrow money fromfriends.” Sol tell
himthat he can resort to being dishonest, but withinlimits. A person
who exerciseslimitsin hisdishonesty isbetter than onewhois
completely honest, because the honest man hasan ego about his
honesty, whereasthisperson will not havethisdisease.

No onewouldteachyou such athing! To practicedishonesty



70 Science of Money

withinlimitsisagreet feat. (192

The person who sets limits to dishonesty will achieve
liberation, but how will the onewho never takesbribesor isnever
dishonest achieveliberation?1t isbecausethelatter isintoxicated
with theego of hisethical behavior. God too would dismisshim
with the smugnesshewearson hisface. | am not telling you to
accept bribesbut | ansayingthat if you aregoing to bedishonest,
then set alimit whenyou do so. Set yourself alimit that you will
only takefive hundred rupeesin bribesand nomore. Evenif a
person offersfivethousand rupees, youwill not accept it. If you
arerunning short of say fivehundred rupeesto runyour household
every month, then take only thisamount in bribes. Only | takeon
suchaliability by telling you to do thisbecauseinthisday and age
what are poor peopleto doif they do not take bribes? Cooking
oil, ghee and sugar isso expensve nowadays. These people have
to pay their children’sschool fees! Just look at the price of acan
of cooking ail, arethey not quoting seventeen rupeesfor it?

Questioner: Yes.

Dadashri: Soitisacceptablewhen abusinessman does
illega hoarding and black marketing, but no onewill speak upfor
theservant! Thatiswhy | am saying that you can bedishonest but
dosowithinlimits. That limit will takeyouto moksha. Bribesdo
not obstruct you; itisthelack of limit, itisgreed that obstructs.

Questioner: Surdly itiswrong to be dishonest?

Dadashri: Generaly it isconsidered wrong but the Lord
hasadifferent definition. Intheeyesof the Lord theobjectionis
not against honesty or dishonesty but against the ego. Honest
people havetremendousego. They areintoxicated even without
drinking acohol! (193)
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Quedtioner: Now if alimit of five hundred rupeeshasbeen
set for bribes, is aperson free to take more if his needs arise
because of inflation or emergencies?

Dadashri: No, oncealimit hasbeen set onehastofollow
it. Fivehundred meansfive hundred and he hasto stay withinthat
limit. (194)

How isman to copewith al the difficultiesof the present
time? And on top of that whereisheto get the money hefalls
short of ?Hefinds himself in abind because he hasnowhereto
turn. Thisway themoney comesto himand if hetakesthebribe,
his problemissolved dtogether. Otherwiseaman can goonthe
wrong path dtogether and hewill continueto takeincreasing bribes.
Itisbetter that hetakesthismiddle path wherehewill bealittle
dishonest but hewill till maintain honesty. Hisdaily living becomes
easy and hewill be ableto run hishousehold. (195)

If you understand what | am saying fromthesimple basic
perspective, then savationwill beyours. If you understand each
of these sentences, then liberationisyours. But what happensif
youinterpret it according toyour ownintellect? Everyonehashis
or her ownlanguageand intellect based viewpoint, which prevents
himor her fromundergandingthis, ‘ disciplineindishonesty’ . (196)

| tooamabusinessman. | too haveto contend with running
ahousehold and pay incometax. | do abusiness, whichinvolves
contracting work, and such business by natureiscorrupt and yet
| remain detached. How am | ableto remain detached? Because
of Gnan and people are suffering because of ignorance. (200)

Questioner: | do not wishto do anything dishonest, but |
amforcedto.

Dadashri: You must repent for doing anything, whichyou
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have no control over. You should sit quietly for about half and
hour and repent your actions. Since you have disclosed your
feelings of remorse, you arenot liable. Pratikraman should be
done for your actions you are made to carry out against your
wishes. If you become of the opinion that what you doiscorrect,
thenyouwill beliable. Thereare peoplewho take pleasurefrom
their wrong deeds. You fed repentant becauseyou havealighter
load of negativekarmas. Inthat sense, you arecloser toliberation.
Othersdo not even fed any remorse. (201)

If you have alot of money, there is nothing better than
donating it to atempleof Simandhar Swami or other vitarag Lords
(Omniscient Lords). Andif you do not havealot of money, then
the best thing isto feed mahatmas, people who have acquired
Self-redlization through this Akram path. If you havelittleless,
then giveto someonein misery, but do not give cash. Send them
food, clothing etc! Soif youwant to makeadonation, you cando
so evenwithlittlemoney. (204)

[4]
THE STATE OF DETACHMENT

Noonesharesintheliability incurredin conducting business
dishonestly. These* bagsof intellect’, the egoistic businessman,
will keepindulginginmisdeeds. Thefather tellshischildrenheis
stedling inorder to makemoney for themand thechildrentell him
he can do soif hewantsbut they do not want money earned from
suchdedlings. Even hiswifetellshimthat al hislifehehasbeen
dishonest and that he should now stop, but doeshelisten?No he
will not.

From themoment man learnsto give, hisintellect will turn
positive and good. Hehasnot learnt to givein countlessprevious
lives. Hedoesnot liketo let go of that which hasbeenusedandis
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now simply refuse, suchisthe nature of ahuman being. Hehasa
habit of only accumulating and hoarding. Even when hewasan
animal, hewastaking but never giving. Heturnstowardsthe path
of liberation fromthetime helearnsto give. (208)

Themoment hereceivesacheck hethinksto himsdlf: ‘1 will
get the money as soon as | deposit this check.” The check he
receiveswas predestined; these are benefits of past good deeds
heisreaping today. What effort did he make in reaping these
benefits? Peoplewill say ‘| earned the money because | worked
so hard'. | say you only deposited acheck. Whereistheeffortin
it?Besidesyou only get theamount on the check, do you get any
morefromit? (211)

| am telling you to delve over thiswith great seriousness.
Cdmdown. What thewholeworld isdoing in running after this
money isanatura event of filling and emptying, plusand minus
accordingtothelaw of karma They arecomplicatingit, multiplying
and dividing throughtheir kashayain running after it. Thesepeople
aregpoilingtheir next life. And absolutely no differencewill occur
intheir bank balance. Everythingisnatura, so how arethey going
toopposenature?| dleviateyour fearsby assuring youthat nothing
isinyour control. | andisclosing to you everything asitis. No
one hasany authority of manipulating one’s creditsand debits.
Any increase or decreasein money inthe banksisin the handsof
nature. Otherwise the banker would keep only one account; he
would have only creditsand no debits.(212)

Do not get into argumentswith anyone. You will encounter
such peopleonrareoccasions. What will you achieveby arguing?
Andif onehappensto get into an argument with you, you cantell
him, ‘At least havethefear of God’, andif hetellsyou ‘What
God?What nonsense? then youwill know that heisapotential
for trouble. (219)
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Thereisno greater snthan becoming hel plessand without
initiative. Should thishel plessnessbe even dlowed? Peoplebecome
helplessand depressed if they don't haveajob, they even become
sowhenthey incur aloss, they becomefeeble and hel plesswhen
anincometax officer scoldsthem. What ishegoing todo? The
most he can do istake away your money and your home? Ishe
going to be ableto take anything el se? Why must you become
weak and helpless? To bethisway isagrossinsult to God. If you
become hel pless and weak, it insultsthe God within you. But
what can God do? (221)

What isthelaw of worldly monetary transactions? Do not
try tomakeup for your lossesincurred inthestock market through
agrocery business. Try to recoup your lossesthrough the stock
market only. (222)

Whether therearetwo mosquitoesor alot intheroom they
will not let you deep. Soyou should say: ‘ listen here o world of
mosquitoes! Even when just two mosquitoesdo not let mefall
asleep, thenwhy don’t you all comeaswell? Profit or lossis
nothing but mosguitoes. M osquitoesjust keep on coming. You
just haveto wavethem away and go to sleep.

Withinyouliesinfinitestrength. Theonewithinfinitestrength
will ask you, * So Chandubhai, what do youthink? Theintellect
withinwill respond, ‘ Therehasbeen suchabiglossinthisbusiness.
What will happen now? Try to recover that loss by taking up
another job’ . Theonewithinfinitestrength will say,  Chandubhai
why don’t you ask me, why areyou asking for advicefromthe
intellect? Ask me, | haveinfinite strength. Peopleseek profit from
thevery entity (intellect) that makesthemincur aloss. Youincur a
lossfrom adifferent entity (karmaeffect) and are seeking the
solutiontoit from another entity (theintellect). How will you be
ableto recoup fromyour lossesinthisway? You arethe abode of
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infinitestrength. If you don’t spail your inner intent, then thereis
no power inthisworld that will go against your wishes. Suchis
thenatureof theinfinitestrengthwithinyou. Your inner intent must
be that you do not want to hurt anyone to the slightest extent
through your thoughts, speech and action. Thelawsof your inner
resolve must be so strong that you will not go against that law
evenif it meanslossof your body. You canloseyour body only
once, sothereisno need to be afraid. If people become anxious
and scared so easily, then no onewould engage in any business
transactions. | have seen many prominent men who talk about
making ademand on promissory notesin excess of hundreds of
thousands of rupees. Theseare brokersthemselves. They come
tome. They arefearful and worried about what peopleare saying
about them. They worry about what isto becomeof them. | give
them encouragement and tell them to be patient and strong. | tell
themthat even whenthey drivearoundin carsthat travel at high
Speeds, they aredtill abletoreach home safdly every time, sowhy
would they not come out safely from their business? Whenwe
traved in carsif wefed that wewill get into an accident, will webe
ableto travel ? People do not go around banging into other cars
dothey? They areableto safely maneuver inan out. Thesame
happensin business. If you wereto succumb to fear so easily
when you go out, then you would not even step outside the house
to comefrom Santa Cruz to Dadar. Thefact that you comehere
isbecauseyou arenot afraid; you are not afraid because of your
unawareness of the possibility of an accident. So you should be
strong. So you must recover from the very place where you
incurred theloss. Do not changeyour location or business. | know
that thisisthe correct way from the perspective of therelative
laws. (223)

You should oblige otherswith whatever you are capable
of. Whatever you do, give happinessto others. Every morning
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make adecision that you want to give happinessto whomever
you meet. Thereare many other waysof helping besidesgiving
monetary help; you can help aperson whoisin adilemmaby
talking to him, making him understand and giving him
encouragement. You canevengivealittiemoney if need be. (226)

Whatever responsibility you takefor hel ping others, you
areactudly doingfor yourself.

Questioner: Todo for othersisto do for yourself, how
doesthat work?

Dadashri: Every Soul hasthe samequality. So whatever
you do for the soul of others, reachesyour own soul. Whatever
you do for the comfort of otherswill also reach you. Yesbut if
you do for only the soul, then it reachesin adifferent way; it
opensup thepath of liberation for you. And whatever you do for
their worldly comforts, it will giveyou happiness here and now.
Thisistheonly difference. (226)

Questioner: My uncle hastrapped mein thisbusiness.
Whenever | think of it, | fed intenseanger andinner turmoil towards
him and | keep questioning why hedid thisto me. What should |
do?I find no solution.

Dadashri: Your uncleisdoing thisto you because of your
own mistake (from past life). When that mistakeisover, noone
will beabletotrap you. Aslong asyou come across peoplewho
trap you, thefault lieswith you. You are not donewith all your
faults. Why do | not come across anyone who will trap me?|
cannot find anyone to trap me even though | am looking for
someone to do so and if someonetriesto trap you, you try to
escape. | don’t even know how to escape. How long will people
try totrap you? Peoplewill trap you aslong asyou have some
pending karmic account; aslong asyou have someaccount |eft to
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giveandtake. All my accountsare closed now.

Sometimeback | went even asfar astotell peoplethat if
they have aneed, they should cometo mefor money, but they
should dap mebeforethey takethe money. Peopletold meif they
werealittletight for money they would somehow manage but
what would become of them if they were to slap me? Now, |
cannot say thisto any ordinary Joe Blo; | can only say thisto
peoplewith spiritual development.

Sothereisnooneinthisworldthat cantrapyou. You are
the owner of thisworld and no oneisyour superior. Only Godis
your superior. But onceyou havetheredization of your God, the
real Self, then no oneisyour superior. No onecan touch you. But
alas, look at how people have becometrapped! (231)

So get rid of thisnotionin your mind that your uncle has
trapped you. But if peopleask you, you do not haveto say that it
isbecause of your own mistakethat your uncle hastrapped you,
because peopledo not have theawareness and the understanding
of this Science. You must communicate with them, in their
language. You cantell them My uncledid thistome', but from
withinyou must understand that he has done so because of your
own mistake and that whatever Dada hastold you is correct.
Furthermore thisis afact, because your uncle is not the one
suffering at the moment, heisenjoying himself withafancy car.
Hismistakewill becomeevident when nature catchesup with him
but today it isyou that natureisholding accountable. (232)

If you do not go to your shop, your shop will be unhappy
withyou. If your shop becomeshappy, you will be ableto make
some profit. In the same manner, you should come and spend
sometimeinthissatsang. If you can't say longitisfine. Stay just
for five or ten minutes, if | am here. Your presence hasto be
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noted. (242)

Thischeck of Dadaisablank check. Itisnot something
you haveto usefreely. Useit when you find yourself inamajor
bind. You can pull theemergency chainif thereisan emergency
but if you pull it just because you dropped apacket of cigarettes,
youwill befined. Soyou must not misuseit. (243)

Questioner: Thesedaysthetaxesareso high, that large
busi nesses cannot of fset the expense without cheating. When
everyone ask for bribesaperson hasto cheat, doeshe not?

Dadashri: You may cheat but do you feel any remorse
fromwithin? When you feel remorse and are repentant, it will
lightenyour ligbility.

Questioner : But what should wedoin such circumstances?

Dadashri: You haveto understand that it iswrong to cheat
and you must repent sincerely when you do. You only become
freeif you feel uneasy within about what you have done. Inthis
day and ageyou have no choicebut sell goodsyou purchasedin
ablack market, inablack market. Soyou shouldtdll * Chandubha'’
to do pratikraman. Beforeyou did not do pratikraman and that is
why you havefilled these*ponds’ of karma. Now you can clean
it all up by doing pratikraman. Who isthe doer of this greed?
Chandubhai isthedoer. If you sell your goodsin theblack market,
you must tell Chandubhai: “ Chandubhai, thereisno objectionin
your sdlingintheblack market. Itisunder thecontrol of vyavasthit.
But you must do pratikraman and vow not todo it again’. (254)

If someonetellsme: ‘I do not want any religion | want
worldly happiness' . | wouldtell him to practice honesty and be
ethica. | would not tell himto go to thetemples. Giving to others
isthereligion of acelestial being. Not taking what belong to
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othersisahumanequdity. Thereforehonesty isthehighest religion
of dl. Dishonesty isthebest foolishness. Butif | cannot behonest,
doesthat mean | haveto jump into alake? My Dadahastaught
meto do pratikraman every timel am dishonest. Your next life
will bebeautiful. Know dishonesty asdishonesty and repent for
it. Without doubt, the onewho repentsisan honest person.

Thereisasolution for having made money dishonestly. If
the day has passed in making money dishonestly, at night tell
Chandubhai, * Why wereyou dishonest? Now repent, four or five
hundred times. Do pratikraman now’ . The Self isflawlessand
doesnot haveto repent. But Chandubhai hasto do this. Make

himrepent.

When you have a disagreement with your partner, you
immediately becomeawarethat you havedready said morethan
you should have. Soyou shouldimmediately do pratikraman for
it. Your pratikraman should beinstant, like cash payment. This
bank isacash bank and soisthe pratikraman that isbeing done
ingtantly. (256)

Let meexplaintoyou how obstaclesinlifearecreated. If
you tell your assistant that he has no sense, then you will have
created abarrier onyour own sense. Now just look at thisl People
inthisentireworld havewasted away their human lifeby becoming
trapped in such obstaclesand barriers. You have absolutely no
right to call other people senseless. When you make such a
statement, the other person will respond with an inappropriate
statement also, and hetoo will createan obstaclefor himsalf. You
arerespons blefor creating thisbarrier for him. Sotell mehow is
theworld to be saved from such obstacles?If you call someone
useless, it will createabarrier onyour ownworthiness. Butif you
immediately do pratikraman for saying this, the obstacleswill be
destroyed beforethey are created.
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Questioner: Inorder tofulfill my responsibilitiesat work,
| haveinsulted many workersby spesking very harshly with them.
| havetreated them very badly.

Dadashri: You must do pratikramanfor al that. You did
not have bad intentionsin doing so. You were not doing it for
yourself; you did that for thegovernment. And that isconsidered
your sincerity. (257)

[5]

GREED PERPETUATESWORLDLY LIFEAFTER
LIFE

Greed isto become perpetually engrossed in anything that
becomes dear to you. Greed is the reason why you find no
satisfaction even after you acquire it. A greedy person is
preoccupied with hisgreed from themoment hewakesup until he
goesto bed at night. That iscalled greed. From the moment he
wakes up heisdriven by his greed; he does not even stop to
relax. He does not havethetimeto laugh. Heisconsumed with
hisgreed thewholedaylong. Themoment he entersthe market,
hisgreedisthere. Greed, greed, greed and greed. Heroamsaround
in thisway the whole day long, in vain. When he goesto the
market, he knows exactly wherethe vegetables are expensive
and whereto find cheap ones. Hethen headsfor the stall that sells
cheaper vegetablesevery time. (261)

A greedy person accumulates everything for thefuture.
When hecollectsalot, acouplelargeratswill comeinand clean
up everything he hashoarded.

You arefreeto save and accumul ate money, but without a
desireto accumulateit. Do not obstruct money if it comesyour
way and do not godiggingfor itif it doesnot.
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Money is destined to come to you. It will not stay just
becauseyouwant it to stay. It will leavewhenitistimeforitto
leave. You cannot obstruct or accumulateit. If you save up enough
today inthehopethat it will beused for your daughter’ smarriage
twenty-fiveyearslater, you aremistaken. If peoplebdieveinthis,
they are wrong. Whatever comes your way at that timeisthe
reality. Money must befresh.

So use everything that comesyour way, do not wasteit.
Do not throw it away. Useit for agood cause. Do not have a
strong desirefor accumulating it. There should be oneprinciple
about accumulating money and that isthat there should bealimit
to how much you accumulate. That iscalled the necessary capita.
Retainthecapital and spendtherestintheright places. You cannot
waste money. (263)

Contentment isthe opposite of greed. This contentment
comesfrom aninner understanding carried over from the past
life. Thisunderstanding isdifferent from Gnan, whichis Self-
knowledge. Thisunderstanding which isthe knowledge of the
relativeworld, resultsin hisbeing content and not running after
money. Without thisunderstanding greed remains.

One has enjoyed all this in many previous lives, and
thereforethereis contentment that he does not want anything.
The one who has not enjoyed these thingsin his past life is
discontent. Thereremainswithin him aconstant need and greed
to enjoy this, enjoy that etc. Then greed of many variety setsin.
(267)

Questioner: A greedy personisaso miserly ishenot?

Dadashri: No, misersaredifferent. Misersdo not have
money and that iswhy they are misers. A greedy person may
havetwenty fivethousand rupeesat home, and yet heiscongtantly
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looking for chegpbargains. Hischitisawaysingreed. Evenwhen
he goesto the vegetable market, heislooking for the cheaper
pile

Thegreedy person hasawareness about everythinginthe
worldly matters.

Questioner: What is the difference between a greedy
personand amiser?

Dadashri: A miserisonly concerned withmoney whereas
agreedy person has greed about everything. He hasgreed for
money and greed for pride. Greedy people have greed spread
outinevery directionandwill takeaway everything for themsdves.
(268)

Questioner: Whichisbetter, to begreedy or thrifty?
Dadashri: Greedisacrime. Thriftisnot.

What doesit mean to practice economy?Whentimesare
tight, betight and whentimesarerelaxed, you should relax al so.
Never get into a debt over anything. You can create adebt in
your business, but not for your enjoyment or any luxuries. When
isit acceptablefor youto get into adebt for food? Only whenyou
aredying, and not otherwiseit isunacceptable. You cannot get
into adebt to enjoy fancy and gourmet foods.

Questioner: Dada, isthereadifference between misarliness
andthriftiness?

Dadashri: Yes, atremendous difference. If you earn a
thousand rupeesamonth, then you shoul d keegp an expenseaccount
of eight hundred rupees. Andif your incomeisfive hundred rupees
then you should have an expense account of four hundred rupees.
That iscaledthriftiness. A miser, however will spend four hundred
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rupeesonly, whether hisincomeisathousand or two thousands
rupees. Hewould not useataxi. Thriftinessiseconomics. It helps
maintain awarenessof futurefinancid difficulties. Peopledespise
amiser themoment they see him, whereas peopledo not fed that
way about athrifty man. (269)

How should you practicefrugaity inyour home? Practice
itinsuchaway that it does not appear bad to others. Frugality
should never enter your kitchen. You should practice generous
frugality. If frugality wereto enter into your kitchen, then your
mind will becomeruined when you have guestsand you haveto
feed them. If apersonwerevery extravagant, | wouldtell himto
practice noblefrugdity. (270)

You do not haveto havean ongoing inner intent for earning
money. L et your efforts continue. What happenswhen you keep
having adesirefor money?If | pull themoney towardsme, other
peoplefal shortintheir allocated quota. Thismeansthat | am
snatching away their quotaand therewill be nothing left for them.
So accept whatever quotahas been all ocated to you naturally.
The meaning of greed isto take away what belongsto others.
What need istherefor you to have and harbor an ongoing intent
to earn and accumul ate money? Do you have adesireto die?
Desthisinevitableand soismoney that isgoing to cometoyou as
your share. Peoplewill stop committing sinswith just thisone
sentenceof mine. (270)

The conduct that resultsfrom greed iswhat |leadsahuman
intoananimd lifeform. (271)

You areagood person and if you do not allow yourself to
be conned, then who will? Greedy and unworthy peoplecan never
be conned. They will con everyone. Thenoblepersonistheone
who knowingly alows himself to be cheated. The one who
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welcomes you with profuse greetingsisin fact making apre
payment to you before cheating you.

That iswhy it has been written about the Gnani asonewho
will alow himsdlf to be cheated by the greedy. Thisisbecausemy
soledesireismoksha. | have not come hereto accumulatewedlth.
And | also know the ultimate reason for aperson being cheated
and for a person to cheat someone. | know about this, and
thereforeit doesnot matter.

| have not been conned because of my naivety. | amfully
awarewhen peopleare cheatingme. | deliberately dlow themto
do 0. Foolish arethose who get cheated because of their naivety.
Do you think that | am naive? Those who deliberately allow
themselvesto be cheated, would you call them naive?(282)

My business partner Kantibhai oncetold methat people
took advantage of my naivenature. | told himthat becauseheis
cdlingmenavemeansthat hehimsdf isnaive. | ddiberately dlow
other peopleto cheat me. He then told methat he would never
make such acomment again.

| understand what the other person’sintentionsarelike, |
amaware of what hisintellectislikeso| let thepoor fellow go. |
have come here in order to become free form all kashayas. |
alow myself to be cheated in order to prevent kashayas and that
iswhy | letthemdoit aganandagain. Istherenct funinddiberately
alowing yoursdlf to be cheated? There are not many peoplewho
knowingly alow themsealvesto be cheated.

From a young age | had maintained the principle of
deliberately allowing people to cheat me. It is not possible
whatsoever for peopleto makeafool of meand take advantage
of me.

What happenswhen you knowingly allow peopleto cheat
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you?Your brain becomesvery powerful. Not eventhetopjudges
havesuch abrain. (283)

Shrimad Rgjchandrahas said that one should serveaGnani
with hismind, body and wealth. Someone asked him what use
would aGnani havefor wealth; aGnani hasno need for anything
inthisworld. Theanswer to thisisthat giving money wherethe
Gnani directsmakes onefreefrom the Gordian knot of greed.
Otherwisethegreedy person’schit hoversaround money lifeafter
life

A man once asked meto get rid of hisgreed. He said that
he had abig tuber of greed within him. | told him greed isnot
something that you canget rid of. | told him hisgreed would break
naturally when heincursabig loss. Then hewill say hewants
nothing to do with money! Thetuber of greed will be destroyed
throughincurringamajor loss.

Thisknot of greedwill loosenwhen alossisincurred. When
apersonincursabigloss, hisgreedwill vanishinahurry. All other
tubers, inner junk of negativity will vanish, but not theoneof greed.
Therearetwo gurusfor agreedy person: atrickster and aloss. If
agreedy personincursaloss, thelosswill demolish histuber of
greed very quickly. Theother gurufor thegreedy istheswindler
andtheconartist. They will promisethe moonto agreedy person
who becomeseasly tempted and beforeyou know it, al hismoney
isgone. (300)

People ask mewhen they will be ableto experiencethe
bliss of the Self in all itsglory. | tell them a person can only
experiencethisblisswhen he becomesfreefromall desires. All
tubers of greed have to go. The one who has a tuber of greed
experiencesno happinesswhatsoever. So giveaway everything,
whatever you giveisyours.(301)
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Happy arethosewho spend whatever money comestheir
way. Thosewho spend their money ontheright pathwill be happy.
That money will buildupacreditintheir karmic account. Otherwise
itisboundto gointothegutter. Whereisit headed?Itisall headed
into the gutters. Where doesall the money in thecity of Bombay
go?Intothegutters, vast amountsaregoing into thegutter. Money
spent towardsagood causewill comewith you but not any other
kind. (305)

Money will not remain wherethereiscontempt and gossip.
When peopl e are contemptuous or engaged in bad mouthing
others, wealthwill not cometheir way. (305)

Whenwill thiscountry of oursbecomewedthy? Whenwill
it become happy and prosperous? Thiswill happen when both
contempt and slander are put to rest. If these two stop, theland
will prosper with boundless new money and wealth.(306)

[e]
SUBTLE UNDERSTANDING OF GREED

Quedtioner: Therearecertainfaultsthat last for many lives;
they bind apersontotakebirth over and over again. Whichfaults
arethese?

Dadashri: Greed! Greed stays with a person for many
lives. A greedy person becomesgreedy inevery lifebecausehe
likesgreed.

Questioner: A person hasmillionsof rupeesandyet heis
unableto givetowardsgood causes, what isthereason for this?

Dadashri: How can one become freefrom the bondage
he has created? No one can becomefree. Heremainsbound. He
cannot even eat and enjoy himself. For whom doeshehoard his
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money?Inhispast lifehelingered around hisburied wealth asa
snake, guardingit: ‘ My wedth, my wedlth.” (310)

Only the person who shares hiswealth with othersknows
how tolivelife. Whatever hegetshegivesfredy tootherd Thatis
calledliving life. You must not squander away your wealthin
madness. Spend it wisely. Madnessis squandering it on alcohol
and other addictions. Nothing positive comes out of this. Give
fredy; just likethisman here, doeshenot givefredy? That isthe
result of the highest kind of merit karma. It will resultinbinding of
the highest kind of merit karma.

Dadashri: What ismerit karmaof thehighest order?l1tis
when aperson gives happinessto otherswithout any expectations
of anythinginreturn. (311)

Questioner: How canwetakemoney tothenext lifewith
us?

Dadashri: Thereisonly oneway. Whenyou give hgppiness
and peaceto thosewho arenot related to you, it will comewith
you. Theonly benefit you get by giving peace and happinessto
thoserdated toyouisthat youwill beclearing your karmic account
with them, but you will not reap rewardsthat will gowithyouto
your next life. Another solutionisthat if you wereto ask someone
likeme, then| wouldtdl youto givemoney that will facilitate the
spread of the knowledge of the Self, so that others may benefit.
You can givetowards printing of books, whichwill impart this
knowledge so that those who read these books will be guided
towardstheright path. | will givethesuggestionif peopleask me,
but otherwise| do not have any personal interest in this.(313)

A person may believe: If | collect and save up thismuch
money, itwill givemehappinessand | will never beunhappy again.
Butintheprocessof collecting it and keepingit safe, hisgreedis
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perpetuated. He becomes greedy himself. You areto practice
frugdity, you areto practice economy and spend money wisdly,
but you are not to practice greed. (314)

How doesgreed enter and take hold fromwithin? Where
doesthisprocess start? Greed isnot present in aperson when he
hasno money. But when he gets ninety-nine rupees, greed enters
when hewantsto turn hissavingsinto an even hundred by adding
arupee. Hethinksthat hewill not spend anything towardsthe
household today and add one morerupeeto thisbalance. Thisis
caledthe'shoveof ninety-nine'! When aperson getsthisshove
hisgreed will not be contai ned even when hishundred rupeesturn
intofivemillion. Thisgreed only breakswhen aGnani joltshim!
(315)

From the moment he wakes up, agreedy person keeps
practicing hisgreed; hisentire day isspent consumed in greed.
Thevegetablesaretoo expensive, hewill say. Hisgreed manifests
even when he needs ahair cut; its only been twenty-one days
sincemy last hair cut, it will not matter if | wait till themonthis
over. Do you understand?Histuber of greed kegps showing him
such cuesfor saving money and he thus keeps perpetuating his
kashayas. Of all theinner enemies, greed and deceit arevery
difficulttogetrid of. (319)

A greedy personwill not spend whatever little change he
hasin hispocket. Hewill not spendtotravel inarickshaw even
though he hasdifficulty walking. | told such aperson not to do
this. | told him to start spending ten rupeesat atimefor rickshaw
rides. Hetold methat heisnot ableto spend that way; he cannot
even enjoy hismeal sin peacewhen he hasto part with hismoney.
Hetold methat he knew feeling thisway was very wrong but
what could hedo, hewas helpless. His prakruti, hisnaturewas
holding him back, so | told him that he should take someloose
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changewith himand drop alittleat atimeontheroad asheis
walking along. Hedid thisone-day and then he stopped.

If apersonwereto dothisafew timesover, hismindwould
realizethat it no longer hasany control and the person does not
listentoit anymore. So it would stop; inthisway themind and
everything elsewill turn around. You haveto act contrary to the
mind; you haveto shakeit up alittle. If peopleinyour household
get out of contral, you haveto shakethemup alittle, inthe same
way if your mind getsout of control; you haveto shakeit alittle.
(320)

What do we mean by atuber of greed? A person hasa
constant awareness of how much and wherehismoney is. So
muchisin the bank, so much iswith such and such person, so
much is held up in this project — this remains constant in his
awareness. Hewill never havetheawarenessof ‘| am pure Soul’.
Hisawareness and preoccupation with money must be broken;
hisawarenessmust beengagedin hisreal Self. (321)

Theintrinsc characteristic of agreedy personisthat hewill
not beinfluenced by anything. Hecannot be’‘ colored’ (influenced)
by anything, he remains unaffected by anything. He remains
‘yellow’, whether you dip himinred color or green color. If a
personisgreedy, al you need to understand isthat hewill not be
colored by anything. (323)

Thosewithout greed will beeesly colored. Whenthegreedy
person laughs, everyonewill think heiscolored andisinwith the
rest of the crowd. Not so. The greedy person will listen to
everything | say, hewill even say that thisGnanisvery good and
that hefedsvery happy just listening toit but from within nothing
touches him. Others forget all about their worldly life and
possessionsin this satsang but not the greedy one. Hewill not
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forget hisgreed; heisthinkingif | leave now and if that other
person alsoleaves, | will gowith himinhiscar sol can savefive
rupees. Other peopleforget everything; they don’t eventhink about
saving money infares. They becomeentranced in the satsang but
the greedy onewill not forget anything; that iscalled not being
colored. Do you understand? Have you not heard peoplesay ‘|
am completely colored inthe colorsof Dada ? Thegreedy person
will never be colored with Dada, no matter how muchyou dip
himincolors. (324)

A person may feel like donating somemoney but itisthe
tuber of greed that will not let him do so.

Questioner: Sometimesthe circumstancesaresuchthat a
person wantsto giveand yet heisnot ableto.

Dadashri: That isadifferent matter altogether. Inthose
situationsyou have theawareness of the circumstances. Butitis
not likethat. Youwill be ableto give onceyou makethedecison
to do so.

Questioner: Yesbut despite having the money, onedoes
not give.

Dadashri: A personwill not beableto giveevenif hehas
themoney. Heissmply not ableto. Hisgreed will not alow him
togive. If hisgreed breaksthen hewill beliberated. Itisnot that

easy.

Questioner: But every onehastheability togiveacertain
amount!

Dadashri: No, it isnot so, because of greed. A person
with greed may haveamillion but hewill findit extremely difficult
to part with even four pennies. Hewill becomeill. And when he
readsin the scripturesthat one should serveaGnani Purush with
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one’sbody, mind and wealth, he developsafever by thinking,
‘“Why do they write such things? (328)

Therearedefinitely twowaysto break greed. Oneiswhen
aGnani Purush breaksit through the power of hisspeech. And
the other isaheavy financial loss. When thishappensagreedy
personwill say, ‘| am not going to do anything anymore. | will
make do withwhat | have.” | haveto tell so many peoplethat
their greed will only break whenthey will incur afinancid lossand
not otherwise. Their greed will not break even by what | say;
suchistheintengity of thistuber.

Heavy |osses have broken thetuber of greed in people. A
better way isthrough theinstructions, Agnas of the Gnani. But
who canimprove and help theonewhoisnot ready to abideby a
Gnani’ singructions? (333)

Thetuber of greedwill dissolveonly if oneremainsinthis
satsang, because unlessone comesinto satsang, hewill not even
be aware of hisgreed. If aperson staysin the environment of
satsang, hecan seepurity taking holdintherdativesdlf, Chanduld.
In satsang this happens because the Self remains separate. We
can observe everything unperturbed, and that iswhy weareable
toseedll our faults. By not being in the satsang we becomethe
tuber anditisimpossibleto seeany faults. That iswhy Krupadudev
hassaid: ‘ If | cannot see my own faults, then what other solution
isthere? (334)

Our lives should be spent for the benefit of others. Just as
thiscandle. Doesit burnfor it’'sown light? Doesit not burn for
others? Doesit not burn for the benefit of others? In the same
way if peoplewereto livefor the benefit of others, thereisan
automatic gainfor theminit. Deathisinevitable regardless of
whether you dofor othersor not, sowhy not dofor others, because
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you will inevitably benefit from doing so. If you make others
miserable, your misery isinit for sure. You can do whatever you
want to. (339)

Whatever you do to know and attain your real Self isyour
“main production’ and because of thismain production, the by-
productionwill autometically bethere and whatever you need for
your worldly life will come to you. | only keep one kind of
production: ‘ May the entireworld attain permanent peace and
many attainliberation’. Thisismy main production and because
of thisl continueto get the resultant by-production. Theteaand
snacks| get served aredifferent from what you get served. Why
isthat? It isbecause my productionisof ahigher quality. Inthe
sameway if your production were of ahigher quality, your by-
production would aso be of ahigher quality. (340)

All we havetodo now isjust changeour goa, nothing else.
We haveto decide on our god and keep that goa inmind, nothing
else. Money should not remain in our awareness. (342)

Questioner: What istheright use of money?
Dadashri: Whenyou useit for othersor for theLord.(344)
Questioner: What should wedoif money doesnot last?

Dadashri: Money issomething that will not last. But change
theway itisused. If itisflowing in thewrong path, changethe
path so that it flows on the path of religion. How ever much of
your money flowsontheright path that muchistruemoney. Money
will last only after God arrivesinyour home, how dsewill itreman?

If your money flowson thewrong path, then put acontrol
over it. If itisflowing on theright path, then decontrol it.

A manisgiving somemoney to apoor person and another

Science of Money 93

personwithalot of intellect tellshim: ‘wait! Why areyou giving
money tothisman? The man givesthe money anyway and the
poor person takes it, but just by making the comment, the
intellectua person created an obstaclefor himself whereby when
heisunhappy and needy, he will not find anyoneto help him.

(347)
[7]
THE FLOW OF CHARITY

From now onyou can erase everything through repentance
and you should make a decision not to make comments like,
‘Money should not be given to others in charity’. If you
inadvertently happen to do so, thenyou should ask for forgiveness
anditwill beerased. Thisislikechanging the contentsof aletter
beforeyoumail it. Oncetheletterismailed, it istoo late, so change
the contentsbeforeit istoo late. Beforeyou had commented that
it waswrong to give money in charity and now you areerasing
that comment by sayingitisgoodtogiveto charity, Soyour previous
belief getserased.

Only your religion and spiritudity will helpyou at thetime
of need, solet your money flow inthe path of religion.(349)

What isthe nature of money?Itisrestlessand mobile. It
will comebut oneday it will go away. So spend your money for
the good of others. Whenever you are faced with bad
circumstancestheonly thing that will help youiswhat you have
givento others. So you must have thisunderstanding ahead of
time. Surely money should be spent ontheright path?(350)

Therearefour kindsof charities: They arefood, medicine,
knowledge, and freedom from fear. (350)
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For charity of knowledge, you may print booksthat will
guide peopleon agood path and bring sl vation for them. When
you givesuchknowledge, youwill reincarnaeinahigher lifeform
or you may even go to moksha, attain liberation.

TheL ord hasplaced emphasisonthe charity of knowledge,
andwhereno money isrequired He hastalked about abhayadaan,
freedomfromal fear. Wherethereisatransaction of money, He
hastal ked about charity of knowledge and where aperson does
not havealot of money; He hastalked about charity of food and
medicine. (352)

Thefourth isabhayadaan; thisiswhere your conduct will
not causeany living beingtofed any fear.(352)

Questioner: Inthisday and age, apersonwill giveillicit
money towardsthe path of rdigion. Will hebind any merit karma?

Dadashri: Of course hewill! Did he not part with that
much money? Did henot sacrificethat much money?Butitishis
intent behind doing so that will dictate hismerit karma. Thefact
that he gave the money is not the only thing that istaken into
cond deration; thefact that he sacrificed themoney isindisputable.
The plusand minus are determined by where the money came
from, what was hisintention behind giving and then whatever is
left over, ishis. Hisintention isthat instead of the government
taking it away, why not givetowardsthis cause? (363)

Questioner: Isit not considered violence (himsa) to hoard
money?

Dadashri: Of courseitisviolence. To hoardisto commit
violence becausethat money cannot help others—canit?(364)

Questioner: In the scriptures to give with some
expectationsin returnisnot recognized asacharitableact. The
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scripturesa so do not ook down upon thisintent of charity.

Dadashri: Itisbestif you do not keep any expectations.
To keep expectationsrendersthe karmagroundless and without
any essenceof purity. What | am sayingisthat evenif yougive
fiverupees, givewithout any expectations. (365)

If thereisaman who donates one hundred thousand rupees
to charity and wants hisdonation commemorated with aplague
and another man who givesonerupeebut he givesanonymoudly,
then thedonation of thelatter isof much greater vaue. Theamount
of donationisirrdevant. By having plaguesdisplayed, peoplezero
out their * balance sheet’; whatever they givein donation, they
exchangewith areward of aplague and recognition. The one
who donated even onerupee keeps hisbal ance because he gives
anonymoudy. (367)

Questioner: What should | doif alot of money comesmy
way, morethan my needs, dueto my merit karma?

Dadashri: Then spend it. Do not keep much for your
children. You can spend the money to educate them, to teach
them and once everything is done and they become employed,
then you should not keep much money. Keegp someasideinthe
bank, someten or twenty thousand which you can giveto them
should they comeacross somedifficulty. But you should not tell
them that you have set thismoney asidefor them, otherwisethey
will encounter difficulty evenwhen they arenot supposedto.

A manonceasked me: ‘ Should wenot giveanythingtothe
children? | told himthat he should giveto hischildren whatever
hisfather gaveto him. Weshould giveit al tothechildrenand the
remaining differenceisoursand we should spend it onacharity of
our preference.
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Questioner: Asalawyer | can sharethiswith you Dada.
Thelaw mandatesthat whatever property oneinherits, he must
passit onto hischildren and whatever hemakeson hisown heis
freeto spend according to hiswill.

Dadashri: Yeshe can dowhatever hewantsto. He must
doit himsalf with hisown hands. The path of liberation dictates
that aperson should keep hisownwedth separate. If hewereto
spendit by givingto charity, hewill carry forward the benefits of
thisact. Even after taking this Gnan, you still have one or two
morelivesto come and there you will need your merit karma.
Even when we go out of town, we carry some food with us, so
will wenot need something for thenext life? (379)

Questioner: What shouldwedointhislifeinorder togain
somemerit karmafor thenext life?

Dadashri: Donate one fifth of your incomein thislife
towardsthetemple of the Lord. Spend onefifth to make other
people happy. Thismuch *overdraft’ will definitely reach there.
What you areenjoying inthislifeisthe* overdrafts you created
fromyour past life. Themerit karmaof thislifewill carry forward
toyour next. Your current earningswill be of benefittoyouinthe
timeahead.(387)

[8]
MONEY AND RELIGION

Onthepath of liberation, there are two thingsthat cannot
exist: Thoughtsabout women and thoughtsabout money. Thereis
no religionwherethere are thoughts about women or money. Itis
because of people’s attachment for these two that thisworld
continuesto perpetuate. So apersonismistakenif heislooking
for religion or spiritudity wherethesetwo exist. Having said this,
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how many spiritual centersrunwithout money today?

A third requirement for thepath of liberationis: Right vison.
Do not wasteyour timewherethereare dealingswith money and
women. Chooseyour guru carefully. If hehasany impurity, any
interest or need for money or women, do not make him your
guru. (403)

Theonefor whom any needinessfor any worldly thingis
completely gone, istheonewhoisworthy of every spiritud sutras,
giftsof thisworld. But first all traces of any beggary, desireor
need inaperson must go—only then! Thereare so many typesof
inner needs and desires: the need for money, the need for fame,
theneed for sex, theneed for disciples, theneed to build temples;
every need of any kind is nothing but beggary. But how can
anyone’s needs, be quenched here? (408)

In relation to these matters of worldly gurus, aman once
asked mewhether it isthe customer or thevendor that isat fault.
| told him, * Of courseit isthe customer! The shop keeper can
open up any bus nesshewantsto, but should the customer not be
ableto discriminate? (410)

A truespiritud teacher (sant purush) will not takeany money.
People seek a spiritual teacher because they are unhappy and
suffering and top of that theteacher swindlesthem of their money!
It is because of these kind of so called ‘sant purush’ that this
country of Indiaisinruins. A truesant purushistheonewho gives
his happinessto others, not take happinessfrom others.(411)

Thisassociation of Dada sworkersispure. | wear my own
clothes; | wear my own dhoati. | have bought my clotheswiththe
money that | myself have earned and that iswhy | go around
looking alittle scruffy. If the association wereto buy my clothes,
then today you can even buy dhotisfor four hundred rupeescan
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you not? Not only do | not accept anything from the association,
but neither does Niruben. Niruben stayswith meand takescare
of me. Shea so wears her own clothes, which shebuysherself.
(412)

Whatever purity you have, thisworldisyoursby that much.
You aretheowner of thisworld by asmuch purity you havewithin
you. | have not been the owner of thisbody for the past twenty-
sx yearsand that iswhy | have complete purity. So becomepure.
Pure! (415)

Purity meansthat thereisnot asingleworldly thing that one
hasaneed for. Such apersonisfreeof any beggary.(416)

If youweretofeel remorse even now, youwill beableto
destroy your sins. Meditate solely on your remorse and
repentance. What should you repent for? Repent for the money
you have cheated people out of. Remember each and everyone
of them, recall their faces, recall your sins. wherever you have
acted immorally or have been adulterous, wherever you have
viewed otherswith lugt, these sinscan be destroyed if youtry to
wash them out even now.

When can you help othersachieve salvation? It iswhen
you yourself become pure—absolutely pure. Purity will attract
thewholeworld. Anything purewill create attraction. Impurity
fracturestheworld. So thereisaneed to acquire purity. (417)

Jai Sat Chit Anand

Namaskar Vidhi

1. With Dada Bhagwan as my witness, with extreme devotion |
offer my salutations to Tirthankar Bhagwan Shree Simandhar
Swami who ispresent in Mahavideh Kshetra. (40)
2. With Dada Bhagwan asmy witness, with extreme devotion |
offer my sdutationsto Om Parameshti Bhagwantswho are present
in Mahavideh and other Kshetras. (5)
3. With Dada Bhagwan asmy witness, with extreme devotion |
offer my salutations to Panch Parameshti Bhagwants who are
present in Mahavideh and other K shetras. (5)
4. With DadaBhagwan as my witness, with extremedevotion|
offer my salutations to Tirthankar Sahebs who are present in

Mahavideh and other K shetras. (5)
5. 1 offer my salutationswith extreme devotionto Vitrag Saashan
Dev and Devis. )
6. | offer my salutationswith extreme devotion to Nispakshapati
Saashan Dev and Devis. (5)
7.1 offer my salutationswith extreme devotion to 24 Tirthankars
Bhagwans. )
8. | offer my salutationswith extreme devotion to ShreeKrishna
Bhagwan. )

9. Withunflinching devotion| offer my sdlutationsto SarvagnaShree
DadaBhagwanwhoispresentin Bharat Kshetra( thisworld). (5)
10. With extreme devotion, | offer my salutationsto all Gnani

Mahatmas of DadaBhagwan. o)
11. Withextremedevotion, | offer my sautationsto the“REAL
SELF*“ indl livingformsof thisuniverse. (5)
12. The” REAL SELF” is* God” andsol seeGodinadl living
beings. (5)
13. The* REAL SELF” isthe"Pure Self ” and so | seethe*Pure
Sdf“indl living beings. )

14. The“REAL SELF” is“Elementa Self " and so | seethe
entireworld through Tatvagnan or “ Elemental Knowledge®. (5)



Prayer to pureself

Oh Pure Soul within me! Youresidewithinall living beings,
just as you reside in me. Your divine form is my real form . My
Real form is “ Shuddhatma.” (Pure Atma).

Oh Shuddhatma Bhagwan ! With infinite devotion and
oneness, | offer my salutations to you. | confess unto you, all
mistakes* that | have committed in my ignorant state. | sincerely
repent for these mistakes and ask for your pardon. Oh Lord ! Please
forgive me, forgive me, forgive me and give methe strength not to
repeat these mistakes again.

Oh Shuddhatma Bhagwan ! Please bless us al with such
gracethat this separation from you disappears and we attain oneness
with you. May we remain One with you at al times.

(* Recall the past mistakes that you have committed)

Pratikraman : Processof Divine Apology

With DadaBhagwan asmy witness, | offer my salutations
to the Pure Soul whoistotally separate from the mind, speech,
and body of *

| recall my mistakes (aal ochana) **

| apologizefor these mistakes (pratikraman)

| affirm not to repeat these mistakes again (Pratyakhyaan)

Dearest DadaBhagwan ! Grant methestrengthtoactin
accordancewith thisfirm resolution.

* name of the person hurt by you.
** recall the mistakesyou committed with thisperson.
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